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Charter member David Hayes sent 
in the following: "Thought you 
might like to see these photo­
graphs which I took last year 
on Sept. 6, 1981 during the an­
nual convention of the National 
Railway Historical Society in 
Louisville. That day an excur­
sion was run over the ICG from 
Louisville(people boarded near 
the old site of Central Station) 
along the riverfront and approx­
imately 60 miles round trip to 
Fort Knox. ·The top photo shows 
the train easing over Pike Tre­
stle which is 700 feet long. The 
bottom photo shows the lead unit 
GP-11 #8732 parked on the main­
line near the gold depository 
during the lunch layover. Two 
units pulled the train of 10 
coaches!' 
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This issue of the Green Diamond has a number of 
different stories and articles. You might wonder 
how these things get put together. 
The True I.e. Story from President Terry McMahon 
got me started on this issue o That story just 
begged for a stock car diagram. I did'nt know 
the I.Co even had any stock cars until I saw the 
car diagram nnd later found a photo from Gerry 
Carson. The Union Stock Yard story naturally fit 
right in with the other manure story, so to speak. 
At that point though I had to say that's enough of 
that for one issue. 
Some of you might not like so much information on 
stock cars, cows and manure. I know from the 
surveys many of you are very interested in locomo­
tives and passenger car equipment. I will try to 
bring you more information on these topics in future 
issueso 
This brings me to another area of concern. Informatio~, 
stories , a rticles, photos and drawings about the I.e. 
are very di fficult to locate. I know many of you might 
have pho t os, timetables, rulebooks or recollections 
about the r ailroad. You may not think the information 
you have amounts to an article, but I'm sure we can 
find a place for i t in the magaz ine. 
The maj or ity of you who have commented on the maga­
zine have said positive things and your suggestions 
have been helpful. I think you will notice things 
chanr,ing i n the magazine in r esponse to your ideas. 
I hope you will see articles submitted by various 
members in future issues. If you have something to 
contrihnte please send it to me, 
As editor I can deliver Green Diamonds mrre often with 
your help. It is hard to find accurate information 
to develop an article and even more dif ficult to 
find photographs that can be reproduced. 
With your help we can produce a better magazine and 
a bigger and better histoical society. 

You can CHARGE TELEGRAMS 
'Ml!& Simply write your messoge on a tele­

groph blonk (ava ilable on all Tra ins) and 
de your own name and oddress . G ive it to 

ony of the Train's personnel for sending. The 
.,,., /) . . chorges will be b illed to you at home or business. 
vna,w=uvz-

. s w,re ~ 11 lJ I Ii 1:, ,, : l l • J: I 
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Reprinted from 
Illinois Central Maga zi ne 

WHAT is a t r ain ? A train is the 
life's breath of a railroad. 

More technically, a train is a loco­
motive and a crew, movin g a num ­
ber of cars con ta ining fre ight or 
p assengers or both, from one p lace 
to another. Trains come in su rpris ­
ing variety . On the Iilinois Cen­
t ral, orange and brown passenger 
str eam liners st reaking across the 
countryside, long coal "drags," fas t 
banana specials and placid locals 
working their way down a b ran ch 
line deliver ing a car he re and p ick­
ing up a car t here--are just some of 
the trains. Everybody from pres ­
ident to office boy is in terested in 
t ra ins. 

The Ill in ois Central Magazine is 
never more than a m ont h or two 
a way from a story about a train. 
Famous st reamliners, grea t d ispatch 
trains, dusty locals- a ll have been 
r idden vicariously by readers of the 
magazine. Here is a sampling of 
t rain s tories tha t have appeared in 
past issues. 

Dispatch Train BC-+-Down in 
the ya rd , car inspectors in the deep­
en in g darkness of t he a utumn eve­
nin g a re going along the t rain , 
ch eckin g brak e riggings and w heels, 
searchin g fo r leaks in the train lin e. 
Conduc tor T aylor and his crew have 
already left the locker room. Engi ­
n eer H owell of H aleyville fi nishes 
his bottle of Coke. 

A powerful Cen tral -type locomo­
tive, Number 271 3, stean t.1g soft ­
ly , chuffs up from the roundho use 
and is coupled up. At th e back end 
of the t rain Conductor Taylor cal­
culates h is tonnage to see that it 
does not exceed 2250 tons allowed 
for No. 76, timetable n umber for 
BC-4, B irmingham- Chicago dis­
patch. 

Engineer H owell climbs into t he 
cab, the inte rior of w hich is illu ­
mina ted by the shift ing red glow of 
the fi r ebox. He made the firs t r un 
when BC-4 w as p laced in service a 
num ber of years befo re . "We had 
only one car of p er ·shables that 
night," h e recalls , "but i·1 1n 'ays 
we built it up to 40." 

He r eaches for a valve to blow the 
w ate r out of t he locomotive cylin­
ders. Down on the g round Car In-

continued on pag 5 



What is a Train - con't 
spector Luther Downey calls up to 
him from out of the dark: ';Front 
half okay." 

Luther's brother, Wilmer, about 
that same moment has reached the 
caboose on the rear end with a sim­
ilar message for the conductor. 
Wilmer raises his lantern three 
times to tell his brother that the 
back half of the train is also ready. 
"Thirty-four cars, all yours," Luther 
calls up to Engineer Howell. 

Howell looks back down the dark 
yard where the outline of other 
trains and other engines looms 
against the darkening sky. Far in 
the distance the red spot of a burn­
ing fusee tells him that the conduc­
tor has his bills. He turns forward 
to watch the dispatcher's office, 
where the yard track leads out onto 
the main. A white light suddenly 
gleams above the office. Head 
Brakeman L. C. Williams comes 
running back, lining up switches as 
he comes. They pop up, one after 
the other-green, green, green, 
like a string of emeralds on black 
velvet. He swings aboard. 

'•Highball!" calls Engineer How­
ell across the cab to Fireman 
Holley. (November, 1950) 

Albert Lea Local-Local Number 
572 operates on the Albert Lea Dis­
trict of the Illinois Central and is 
typical of the local freights that 
rumble over the branch lines and 
the main lines, too, every day ex­
cept Sunday. Early every morning 
the local pulls out of Albert Lea, 
Minn., and runs to Waterloo, Ia., 
where it arrives the same afternoon 
or evening, depending upon the 
amount of work it performs along 
the way. The following day local 
Number 571 retraces its route, 
working northward from Waterloo 
to Albert Lea. In this day of flash­
ing streamliners and high-powered 
dispatch trains, the local freight 
continues to do an important part 
of the nation's transportation work. 
( December, I 946) 

"Fruit Block"-CC-8 is the Illinois 
Central's "one day faster" dispatch 
train running eastbound with per­
ishables and other <;hot" freight be­
tween Council Bluffs and Chicago. 
CC-8 has two targets. One is arrival 
at Broadview by 1: 00 a .m., to make 
the Indiana Harbor Belt connection 
for perishables to the East. The 

continued on page 7 

A TRUE IC STORY - STRANGER THAN FICTIOO 

By Terry McMahon 

When I arrived in Waterloo, Iowa during August of 
1954, I heard a story I thought had been ma.de up esp­
ecially for a newcomer from Chicago like me. I later 
found out the story was true. 

It seems that many years ago the Illinois Central 
and the Rath Packing Company had entered into a "gent­
lemens agreement" concerning disposal of the accumula­
tion of fresh manure at the packing plant. This was 
accomplished by loading the manure, collected from the 
holding pens and the kill rooms, into open top gondola 
cars and hauling it to different small towns along the 
Iowa Division. There farmers would transfer the manure 
to their spreaders and apply it to their fields. The 
farmers were getting free fertilizer, Rath was getting 
rid of a problem, and the railroad was helping a ship­
per and all the farmers along the line. Everyone was 
happy. 

As Rath grew to become one of the largest packing 
companies in the world this manure disposal problem 
grew in proportion. In the beginning there was only a 
carload every few days, but later it amounted to tli,O 
or more carloads per day. At about this same time along 
came the connnercial type of fertilizers which were much 
easier to apply and more efficient, since they were 
blended for a particular crop or soil deficiency. The 
demand no longer existed for the supply of fresh manure 
from Rath. 

The railroad, true to its commitment, continued to 
dispose of this packing house by-product. Since there 
was no longer a farm demand for this material, the rail 
road was now ~ransporting it to a place near Tara, Iowa 
and burying it in huge pits. Another problem now arose. 
In the transportation of this material from Waterloo to 
Tara, it moved to Fort Dodge on a through train, and 
was set out for movement the next day on a local to 
Tara. This brought a protest from the citizens of Fort 
Dodge who believed their town should not be subjected 
to this odorous product and they demanded that it be 
moved through without stopping. This was done, but in 
time burial space around Tara became scarce. IC bought 
more property at Tara and kept unloading. 

The solution seemed to be at hand when a man arr­
ived in Waterloo with some used alfalfa dehydrating 
equipment and a plan. He proposed to dehydrate the man­
ure, bag it, and ship it all over the country as rose 
food. Very shortly he set up his equipment near town on 
the Albert Lea line and his raw material started to ar­
rive. 

He got a few batches dehydrated, bagged and ship­
continued on page 6 
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UNION STOCK YARDS, CHICAGO 

1\1~. R. W . WATTS , Genna/ Agent 

Reprinted from papers prepared by Chicago Terminal 
Division Supervisors'Club ICRR for the year ending 
Aug. 7, 1944. 

DECEMBER 6, 1943 

1',fy SUBJECT FOR THIS E\'E~ING RELATES TO A REL<\Tl\'ELY SMALL DISTRICT 

in the metropolitan area of Chicago, but in which, it has been said, there 
is more business transacted than in any area of similar size in the world. 
My subject also touches on a major source of re\·enue for our railr-oad 
and one in which e,·ery single one of us contributes s-onwthing in the 
direction of making satisfied cw.tomc:rs, bu iiding up our traffi c and add­
ing to the reserve of good "·ill and prestig e: of our-railroad. I am referring 
to the Union Stock Yards at Chicago "·hid, has been frequ ent!) called 
one of the se,·en wonders of lhe "·orld, and I ~m referring to the impor­
tance of the liYestock and packinghouse industn to the Illinois Central. 
l\fy job is Yery largely tied in with these subjects. My job is to keep our 
relations at a high standard and to influeMce aYailable traffic otir ·way, 
among other things. 

u;,.-10::-; STOCK )"ARDS-CHICAGO 

The Union Stock Yards at Chicago is commonly regarded as being 
a square mik area, bounded by 39th Street, 4 7th Street, Halsted Street · 
and Ashland AYenue. ,rithin this area the largest livestock market in 
the world is copducted. This market was opened on Christmas Day in 
1865. Prior to that time each railroad entering Chicao-o had it·s own t, 

yard on outskirts of the city from which sales were conducted. Railroads, 
producers and packers, recognizing the imponance of haYing concentrated 
competition and supply as well as need for economy in operations and 
uniform market, sel ected the present site, formed a corporation and the 
extensive facilities were constructed by soldiers back frori1 the CiYil War. 
It was ,·ery largely financed by railroad capital. Most of the large pack­
ing houses are located here. The Chicago LiYestock Market is gener~lly 
used as ·basis for setting market over the entire country. A few figures 
will illustrate the magnitude of this ,market. Last year, for example, there 
was a total of 10,368,062 animals received; this included cattle, calvrs, 
hogs, sheep and horses. i9,964 cars and 174,039 trucks wer~ used in bring­
ing this livestock to the market. The illinois Central handled 9,129 cars · 
of livestock into U. S. Yards during 1942 and r.anked fourth among all 
other railroads. 

Decentralization of the .packing house industry, shift to some extent 
in the producing areas and other '!actors over the past seYeral years has 
very substantially reduced the livestock receipts at, not only the Union 
Stock Yards, but all the major markets in the country. In other words, 
with numerous packing houses springing up m various sections, the 
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A TRUE IC STORY continued 

ped to various destinat­
ions, but then he started 
having trouble. with his 
machinery and his neigh­
bors. When he was "cook­
ing" and the wind was 
blowing from the wrong 
direction, the people li­
ving downwind really co~ 
plained. One thing after 
another kept him from 
accomplishing his goal 
while the raw material 
continued to accumulate. 

The last time I saw 
his operation he had a 
stockpile many feet high 
and several city blocks 
long. I never did hear 
the final outcome, but 
Bill Mulane, who was the 
Freight Agent at Waterloo 
then, always said that 
the man should have app­
eared on "Whats My Line?" 

IC NEWS FRCM THE PAST 

Indians Want Lake Front 
(April, 1917)-Members of the Poka­
gon Band of Pottawatomie Indians, on 
behalf of themselves and all members 
of the Pottawatomie Nation, sued the 
Illinois- Central, the City of Chicago, 
and others in the United States Dis­
trict Court at Chicago. They asked in 
their bill that defendants be enjoined 
from occupying or building upon plain­
tiffs' lands reclaimed from the waters 
of Lake Michigan. They contended that 
The Treaty of Peace with the United 
States did not cede -the title to the 
lands that were formerly beneath the 
waters of Lake Michigan. and that 
these are still the lands of the plain­
tiffs; that while in 1833 the Pottawa­
tomie Nation migrated west of the Mis­
sissippi River pursuant to a treaty 
with the United States, this band was 
left in possession, occupation, control 
and sovereignty of so much of the na­
tion·s original country as remained un­
ceded. The case reached the Supreme 
Court where it was ruled that the 
right of the Pottawatomie Nation in 
lands on or near the shore of Lake 
Michigan now in Illinois was no more 
than a right of occupation, long ago 
abandoned. 

f 



What is a Train - can't 

other traget is arrival at Ha\vthorne 
Yard in time to switch the carloads 
of fruit and vegetables into the Chi­
cago Produce Terminal for handling 
at early morning market and auc­
tion. ( April, 1959) 

· Rosiclare Local-"The Limb Dodg­
er" is what they call the Rosiclare 
Local, operating daily except Sun­
day between Paducah, Ky., and 
Rosiclare, Ill. , 104 miles through 
the wooded hills of southern Illi­
nois. Although designated a local, 
the Limb Dodger moves freight for 
some of the biggest industrial names 
in America. (October, 1958) 

Dispatch Train IB-1_:While Indi­
ana sleeps, IB-1 funnels freight 
from the East and Midwest into the 
South and Southwest, leaving In­
dianapolis every n ight on its run to 
Bluford, Ill. Industrial traffic man­
agers from New England to the Ohio 
Valley depend upon IB-1 to give 
fast and dependable service. Night 
falls in Hoosierland, but the wheels 
of transportation continue to turn 
for the goods of the 20th Centur; 
have a value that cannot be mea­
sured in weight and size alone. They 
have the value of " time and place," 
values "mixed" into all freight han­
dled by the railroad. Time and place 
are commodities sold by the rail­
road to the public, day and night, 
rain or shine. Soybeans standing in 
an Indiana field have no value to a 
Memphis manufacturer unless they 
are given " time and place" value. 
That is where IB-1 comes in, speed­
ing southwest nightly over one of 
the most beautiful territories on 
the railroad. (October, 1954) 

IC NEWS FROM THE PAST 

Test Freight Train Radio 

(July, 1922Y-What is probably the 
first real test of radio r eceiving on a 
freight train running 30 miles an hour 
was conducted by A . A. Freiberger, 
chief dispatcher ; R. P . Shelton, line­
man at Memphis ; A. E. Stahl and Glen 
Roach, telephone experts at Memphis. 
The test was made on a fast-moving 
train operating be tween Nonconnah 
and Clarksdale, Miss . Mr. Freiberger 
says signals came just about as clearly 
when the train was traveling 30 miles 
an hour as when it stood still at water 
tanks. 

Union Stock Yards - can't 

useage of the large market centers has decreased. The livestock supply 
for many of these plants is shipped direct from producing sections. 

The procedure in livestock marketing at U. S. Yards is for the ani­
mals to be unloaded into receiving pens on arrival where they are driven 
to assigned pens for the various commission houses where the animals 
are sorted, graded and put into shape for sale. Market opens about 8:00 
A.l\l. and it is usually over by noon or shortly thereafter. It is important 
that livestock be at the chutes, unloading completed and preparation for 
sale completed before 6:00 A.M. under ordinary conditions. Failure to 
have livestock ava ilable for sale when the market opens very frequently 
results in payment of claims due to stock being held over for following 
day's market because of the fluctuating market conditions. Upwards of 
300 buyers from the various packing centers are constantly moving from 
one section of the yards to another making bids at prices which are gov­
erned by weight, quality, etc. Value of the livestock handled through 
U.S. Yards in 1942 was slightly over five hundred million dollars. These 
transactions are very largely by word of mouth and without the scratch 
of a pen. By-laws of the Chicago Livestock Exchange present very little 
opportunity for misunderstanding or controversy between commission 
men representing owner of stock and buyer. Before closing my remarks 
about the Union Stock Yards at Chicago it should be said that not all 
of the packing houses are within the square mile area. 

One of the large packers and numerous smaller ones are located on 
the outskirts of the square mile. It is estimated that upwards 75,000 
people are employed in this small space at the present time. It would 
be a mistake not to say something about the general industrial situatfon 
outside of the lives tock and packing house business in the immediate 
stock prds section. Hundreds of miscellaneous industries, large and small, 
are located in the general territory which includes Kenwood district, the 
Central manufacturing district, etc. Among others is a quartermaster 
depot ranking among the larges t in the country, _.\rmy and Navy con­
solidating station loading upwards ,5 cars merchandise daily to various 
points, numerous steel, lumber, machinery and other manufacturing 
concerns too numerous to classify_ 

LIVESTOCK IXDl'STRY 

The 11linois Central Sys tem ranked 11th among all railroads of the 
country in livestock tonnage handled last year. Our revenue from live­
stock during 1942 amounted to Sl ,880,179 compared with $1,31.0,478 
ten years earlier and $2,538.324 for the year 1925. Highway trucks have 
cut in on livestock traffic during the past several years in a large way. 
The extent of this competition can best be illustrated by mentioning 
that during 1932 13% of the livestock for U. S. Yards came in by truck 
compared with -11 .4 % during I 942. Upwards 90 7o reaches some markets 

by truck. Loss of the railroads to trucks in 1942 in terms of cars amounted 
to approximately 88,600 moving to the Union Stock Yards alone. The 
truck haul is largely under 250 miles. The major influence in the con­
stantly increased use of trucks is said to be flexibility, faster service, hard 
roads, decentraliza tion of the packing house industry and convenience 
to farmers created by the trucks picking the stock up at farm feed lot 
and taking it direct to the market. This obviously saves considerable 
effort that would be involved in driving or hauling the stock to railroad 
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Union Stock Yards - con't 

stations. Truck rates in many cases are slightly higher than rail rates. 
The shipper absorbs extra insurance charges when shipping by truck 
that they do not have to pay when using rail. He pays a substantially 
higher yardage charge which is assessed by the Stock Yards Company for 
the use of stock yard 'facilities. Animals are subject to heavier shrink­
age, and the losses from injury, bruises and death are greater, all of which 
makes the marketing cost to the livestock shipper using trucks consider­
ably higher than if shipped by rail. 

Much has been done by our railroad to meet this competition. \Ve 
have established pick-up service, whereby we send our contract truck to 
the farm and pick up stock and bring it to the railroad stations for the 
current rail rate. Our railroad was the pioneer in this movement. \Ve 
have made rate adjustments, our service has been improved, we have 
established liberal mixing rules, lower minimum weight, etc. This has 
been no small factor in retaining volume livestock tonnage on the rails. 
This competition is the subject of constant examination and study by 
our people. 

P.-\CKI~G HOCSE 1:-,;ouSTRY 

Generally speaking most of us look upon an institution with a gross 
income of a million dollars as a good sized business and we regard an 
enterprize with three or four hundred million dollars gro5s income as a 
very large concern, but still some of the packing institutions with head­
quarters a t Chicago have enjoyed a gross income of upwards one billion 
Jollars per annum in recent years. 

Some of us think of the packing industry as one engaged in the 
slaughter. processing and sale of animals and meat products only. On 
the contrary, the large packers have, in addition to their packing houses 
all over this country and Latin America, hundreds of branch houses in 
the principal cities, numerous fertilizer plants, oil mills, refineries, live­
stock concentration yards, produce houses, etc., all of which produce 
large volumes of traffic. The conduct of a large packing industry not 
only involves the movement of meat, livestock and related products such 
as hides, wool, tankage, soap, etc., but heavy movements of coal, lum­
ber, sulphur, steel, phosphate rock, vegetable oils and almost any com­
modity we can think of. The traffic organization maintained by the large 

institutions is made up of specialists who have made an extensive study 
of their particular phase of the work. They are manifestly fair and we 
regard it as a pleasure to do business with them. They know their busi­
ness. Traffic shipped by or controlled by packers with headquarters at 
Chicago ranges all the way from perhaps 15 cars per year to thousands 
upon thousands of cars per annum for our railroad. Our revenue from 
one packer alone on traffic to or from all of his plants moving over one 
part or another of o; 1· railroad in the 14 states we serve for last year is 
estimated at upwards two million dollars. Reduced to cars per day, this 
means an average train of more than 80 cars for each working day during 
the year from one shipper. It is, therefore, not difficult to see that we 
have a very deep interest in available traffic from these people. 

Our railroad being an east and west line as well as a north and 
south line makes much of the available traffic from large packing interests 
vulnerable to us. A glance at the map shows it to be impossible to make 
a rail movement from one side of tbe country to the other without 
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Reprinted from IC Magazine 
Jan 1964 

Daylighting 
Lost Gap 

Tunnel 

JUST BEFORE midnight on Novem­
ber 20, a telegram _ crackled ov~r 

the wires from the Ilhn01s Central s 
Mississippi Division headquarters at 
Vicksburg. The telegram was being sent 
to the railroad's general offices at Chi­
cago and to traffic offices. The message 
read, "Effective 8: 00 p .m., date, Tunnel 
VM 8.2 on Meridian District daylight­
ed. Now open to traffic without restric­
tion ." The telegram, signed by Division 
Superintendent T. J . Casey, signaled 
the end of Lost Gap Tunnel. 

For more than a century the circular 
brick tunnel had provided passage 
through a high granite ridge in the 
hill country near Meridian for the Illi­
nois Central and its predecessor lines. 
For most of the century that gun­
barrel-shaped right of way was ade­
quate. Ordinary rail equipment rolled 
through the tunnel with room to spare. 
The top clearance was 16 feet, 8 inches 
above rails at the tunnel portals. Be­
cause of the grade, however, the center 
clearance was about six inches less. 
Relatively recent developments in 
freight traffic and equipment outmoded 
the tunnel. For example, 19-foot high 
tri-level automobile cars a nd some 
piggyback cars could not operate 
through the 426-foot-long tunnel. 

For some time the railroad's Engi­
neering Department studied the prob­
lems created by the low clearances . 
''We thought of several possible solu­
tions," says J. M. Trissal, vice-presi­
dent and chief engineer. "We could 
either build a new line and bypass 
the tunnel, enlarge the tunnel, or day­
light it by removing the overburden 
and creating an open cut. The last 
seemed the most feasible and least ex­
pensive, so that became our objective." 

The ra ilroad's engineers then con­
ferred with representatives of the 
Traffic and the Opera ting departments. 
They all agreed that m aking Lost Gap 
an open cut not only would erase the 
restrictions of the tunnel but a lso bet ter 
the railroad's competitive traffic pos i­
tion . It also would ease operating prob­
lem s as well as e liminate the tunnel's 
maintenance cost. 

continued on page 15 



IC NEWS FROM THE PAST 

Girl Invades Smoking Car 

(June, 1922)-Gone are the days when 
a man would seek the smoking car of 
a train, find a comfortable seat and loll 
back in solid pleasure with his cigar, 
cigaret or pipe, with the satisfied feel­
ing that he need not surrender his seat 
to a woman passenger, as is the case in 
other coaches. A woman has invaded 
the smoking car of an Illinois Central 
suburban train at Chicago! 

Women frequently enter the smoking 
cars of the suburban trains by mistake, 
but the smoke-laden air soon informs 
them of their error and they do not 
tarry. Imagine the surprise of one of 
the conductors when, after he had in­
formed Mary Foley, a stenographer, 
that she was headed for the smoker, 
she smiled and flatly said, "Yes, I know 
it's the smoking car-that's why I'm 
going there." 

Some Winter! 
(March, 1936)-The greatest test of 
railway transportation since pioneer 
days was faced by the Illinois Central 
in the series of blizzards which swept 
the northern Mississippi Valley the first 
two weeks of February. Veteran oper­
ating men say they can recall nothing 
to compare with these storms. Snow 
and bitter winds combined to fill rail­
way cuts with drifts far higher than 
lc>comotives. Even snow plows were 
snowed in. 

"Our men realized they were the sole 
dependence of many isolated com­
munities for such vital human needs 
as food and fuel." said Illinois Central 
President Lawrence A. Downs. "They 
fought their way through with a devo­
tion to public duty that I have never 
seen equalled." 

Railroad Fair Opens 

(August , 1948) -To the booming of 
cannon and the applause of public and 
press, the Chicago Railroad Fair 
opened on July 20. More than 40,000 
persons pressed through the gates, and 
virtually all of them visited the Illi­
nois Central exhibit. A reproduction 
of the streets and courtyards of old 
New Orleans, it brought "oh's and 
ah's" from visitors. A major attraction 
of the exhibit is the display of 96 il­
luminated transparent photographs of 
Illinois Central scenes in natural col­
or. The giant parade which preceded 
the opening of th~ Fair was led by 
Mrs. Casey Jones, widow of the leg­
endary engineer, in her capacity as 
grand marshal. 

Union Stock Yards - can't 
crossing our railroad. Competition among the various railroads and 
other forms of transportation is keen. There are times when 1 walk into 
the office of one of the large concerns when I will find 12 or 15 repre>­
sentati \·es o[ other rail lines and other transportation agencies waiting 
to see the same man and it is very frequent that 5 or 6 of us will be 
looking for the same piece of business. In the final analysis it is depend- · 
able service that counts on most traffic but where se,·eral rails have the 
same service the traffic is frequently split up on a percentage or other 
equitable basis. Transportation experts set up through schedules via the 
\arious competing routes from all their plants to their branch houses 
and other destination points. They decide on route to be used and if 
one route does not function and a business-like reason cannot be given 
for failures, no time is lost in making change to another route. :\cleat 
and other perishable traffic from these packing houses is shipped on 
basis of bein_g available to their customers at given points at a specific 
time and failure to arrive on time frequently means loss of business. 
This t~"f>e of traffic can be said to be very sensitive. 

Dela)· to a car or cars which in the opinion of shipper is not justified 
may well be the influence in taking traffic away from us without notice. 
The mishandling of car of lumber, coal, oil or perhaps empty tank cars 
or refrigerators may be a contributing factor is causing us to lose regularly 
moving traffic. These large shippers demand attention and service and 
they are quick to recognize the railroads which give them the best overall 
service. They do not distribute their business on ,sympathy nor friend­
ship. Service includes. not only the movement of cars on reasonable and 
dependable schedules but the question of prompt handling of rate 
adjustments, fair handling of claim settlements, prompt answers to 
inquiries about car movements any place on. the railroad, etc. The 
method of answering telephones and the promptness in which passenger 
reservations and other passenger matters are handled also enters into 
the picture as far as our relations are concerned. A few weeks ago one 
of our meat trains from the Missouri River was a little late on two 
consecutive days and we missed connections at Chicago with the Eastern 
lines. This resulted in one firm taking upwards 150 cars meat traffic 
away from us that we would have handled during the next two or three 
days. This loss amounted to roughly $15,000. 

Our relations·•with the packers may be said to be very satisfactory 
but careful and constant cultivation along with tactful and close atten­
tion to all requests is imperative. \,Ve are giving the same attention to the 
small request for service as we did in pre-war days. Our performance 
with meat trains from Missouri River is definitely better than our 
competitors and this is paying large dividends. If we do fall down, 
we tell these shippers the truth about it and under no circumstances 
use rubber stamp excuse about being at war or that we are handling too 
many troop trains or too much war traffic. According to some of our 
friends in the industry the war has been used by some lines as an 
excuse for failure to perform in a satisfactory manner. In fact, I was 
told recently by one large institution that they had checked back on 
some of the claims made by certain lines about troop trains causing 
certain delays and found them to be untrue. Our conduct in the handling 
of problems with these shippers is directed to the end of complying 

continued on page 14 
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Reprinted here are some statistics from IC's annual report for 1959. Comparison 
figures are shown for 1958. There is some interesting information here on what 
products were moved by the railroad and what locomotives and cars were owned 
at that time. 

Freight Traffic by Commodities 

1959 1951 Per Cent 
Per Cent Per Cenl lncreaH 

Ton■ ofTolal Ton, of Totol (DecreaH) 

PRODUCTS OF AGRICULTURE: 
Wheat . .. ........... . ........ ... . . .. .. ... ... 464,227 0.67 603,440 0.90 (23.07) 
Corn . . .... ..... .. . . ...... ..... .... . . . . ... .. 1,810,367 2.60 2,142,859 3.18 (15.52) 
Oats .... . ....... . ..... ... ....... ....... . . . . . 151,748 0.22 201,813 0.30 (24.81 ) 
Barley and rye .... . .. . ... . . . .... . ..... . .... . . 47,816 0.07 65,11 7 0.10 (26.57) 
Rice .. .. .. .. ... . .. .. . .. ... . ......... .. ... . .. 83,556 0.12 87,127 0.13 (4.10) 
Other grain . . .......... . ... . . ... . .. ... ... . ... 5,927 0.01 6,857 0.01 (13.56) 
Flour and meal ........ . . .. . . . . ....... . . . . ... 533,049 0.77 592,294 0.88 (10.00 ) 
Other mill products .. . . . ..... . ............... 464,452 0.67 437,191 0.65 6.24 
Hay and straw ...... . .... . ..... . . .. . .. . . ... . 4,559 0.01 8,065 0.01 (43.47) 
Tobacco, unmanufactured .. .. .. . ....... . . .... . 12,785 0.02 9,061 0.01 41.10 
Cotton in bales . . ... .. .. . .... . .......... . .... 699,641 1.00 654,384 0.97 6.92 
Cotton !inters, noils, and regins ..... . .. . ..... . . 91,380 0.13 71,765 0.11 27 .33 
Cottonseed. . . . .... . ...... . .. . .. . . .. .. . .... . . 49,173 0.07 26,498 0.04 85.57 
Cottonseed products .. . ... .. . . . .. .. .. . .. . . .. . . 179,100 0.26 125,759 0.19 42 .42 
Citrus fruits ...... .... .. . .. . ... .. .. . .. . . . .... 86,016 0.12 79,325 0.12 8.43 
Apples . ....... . . . . .... .. .. .. . .. ... .... . . .... 23,505 0.03 31,185 0.05 (24.63 ) 
Bananas . . .. . .. . ... ... . . .. . ........ .. ..... . . 237,760 0.34 249,501 0.37 (4.71 ) 
Soybeans . . ..... . ...... . ... ; . . . .. . . . .. .. .. ... 1,503,557 2.16 1,368,656 2.03 9.86 
Cantaloupes and melons .. . ... .. . . . ... ... .. ... 44,162 0.06 38,392 0.06 15.03 
Grapes, fresh ...... . . . . .... . ... . .... . . ... . . .. 25,604 0.04 22,625 0.03 13.17 
Peaches, fresh .... . . .. . . . . ...... .. . . . .. ... . . . 8,065 0.01 6,394 0.01 26.13 
Watermelons .. . ..... . . ... . .. .... ... .. .. . . . .. 9,415 0.01 17,313 0.02 ( 45.62) 
Other fruits, fresh . .. ... . .. .. . .. . .. . . ... .. .... 43,374 0.06 35,560 0.05 21.97 
Potatoes, other than sweet ...... .. . ..... .. . . . . 252,954 0.36 245,231 0.36 3.15 
Other vegetables, including dried .. ... . . . . ... . . . 241,715 0.35 253,745 0.38 (4.74) 
Vegetable and nut oil cake and meal . . . . ..... . . . 1,023,310 1.47 812,196 1.21 25.99 
Peanuts . . ......... . . . ... . ......... . ..... . .. . 8,518 0.01 11,685 0.02 (26 .79) 
Other products of agriculture . .... .. .. . ... ..... 413,169 0.59 428,282 0.64 (3.53) 

TOTAL PRODUCTS OF AGRICULTURE .. .. .. . . . .. 8,518,904 12.23 8,632,270 12.83 (1.31) 

ANIMALS AND PRODUCTS: 
Cattle and calves .. . .. .. .. . ... . . . . .. .. .. . ... . 68,475 0.10 87,382 0.13 (21.64) 
Sheep and goats . ... . .. .. . ... .. . : . . .. .. ... . .. 18,904 0.03 16:968 0.02 11.41 
Swine . ......... . .. . ....... . . .. . ... . ... .. . ... 8,731 0.01 11,832 0.02 (26.21) 
Fresh meats .. . ..... .. ... .. ... . . . . . . . . ... . . . . 374,099 0.54 348,124 0.52 7.46 
Other edible packing-house products . ........... 321,583 0.46 267,176 0.40 20.36 
Butter, eggs, and cheese . . . .. .. . . . ... .. .. . .. 18,555 0.03 31,627 0.04 (41.33) 
Wool .. .. . . . ..... . .............. .. . ...... . . . 8,911 0.01 5,279 0.01 68.80 
Hides and leather . . ...... . ..... . ...... . ... . .. 54,743 0.08 52,356 0.08 4.56 
Other animals and products ...... . .. ... ..... . . 150,547 0.21 129,586 0.19 16.18 -- --

'l'OTAL ANIMALS AND PRODUCTS ....... . .. .. , . 1,024,548 1.47 950,330 1.41 7.81 

PRODUCTS OF MINES: 
Anthracite coal . . . ....... . .. .. ..... .. .. .... . . 15,767 0.02 16,530 0.02 (4.62) 
Bituminous coal .. . ... . ...... ... ......... . ... 23,957,841 34.40 24,008,064 35.67 (0.21) 
Coke .. . .. . . . .. . . ... . . .. . . . . . .. . . • .. . .. .. . ... 632,976 0.91 521,596 0.78 21.35 
Iron ore . .... . .. . .. . . . .... . . ..... . .. . ..... . . . 78,265 0.11 82,100 0.12 ( 4.67) 
Other ores and concentrates . .. ... .. . .. . . . . . .. . 1,164,3.56 1.67 1,275,856 1.90 (8. 7 4) 
Gravel, sand, and stone . .. .. . ... ..... . . .. .. . . . 5,504,882 7.91 4,973,789 7.39 10.68 
Crude petroleum . . . · .. . ... . .... . .. . . .... . .. . . . 107,085 0.15 104,427 0.16 2. 55 
Asphalt ...... . .. . .... . . ... .. .. .... .. . .. ..... 132,959 0.19 201 ,278 0.30 (33.94 ) 
Salt . . ...... . .. . .. .. . . ... ... . .. ... . . ... .. . . . 257,916 0.37 27:3,388 0.41 (5.66) 
Sulphur ... . . . ........ . .... .. .... .. ... . . ..... 91,500 0.13 55,679 0.08 64.33 
Other products of mines . . .. .. .. : .... .. ....... 1,973,905 2 .84 1,832,553 2.72 7.71 

TOTAL PRODUCTS OF MINES . .. . .. .. . . ....... 33,917,452 48.70 33,345,260 49.55 1.72 
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Freight Traffic by Commodities-Concluded 

PRODUCTS OF FORESTS: 
Logs, posts, poles, and piling . . .... .. . .... .. . 
Ties, railroad .. .. . . .. ......... . . . ..... . . . . . 
Pulpwood . .. .. .... . .......... . . .... . . .. . . . 
Lumber, shingles, and lath .. ..... .. .. .. . . .. . 
Box, crate, and cooperage materials . . . . . ... . . 
Veneer and built-up wood ...... ... .... . . . .. . 
Rosin and turpentine . . .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Other products of forests .. . . . ....... . . . . . .. . 

TOTAL PRODUCTS OF FORESTS . .. . . . .... .. . . 

MANUFACTURES AND MISCELLANEOUS: 
Petroleum products ... .. .... . . . ... .. ... . .. . 
Vegetable and nut oils ... . .... . ... . .... . ... . 
Sugar ................ . ...... . ... .... ... . . . 
Syrup and molasses . .. . ... . .. . .. . . . . . .. . . . . 
Iron and steel . .. ... .. .. . ... . . .. .. . .. .. ... . 
Other iron and steel articles ....... . ... . ... . . 
Rails, fastenings, frogs, and switches .. . .. . . .. . 
Lead and zinc: Ingot, pig, or bar . ........ .. . . 
Aluminum: Ingot, pig, or slab . . ..... . .. . . .. . 
Machinery and boilers . .... . . ... . . . . . ... . .. . 
Cement .. . . . . . . .. ......... . .... .. . ..... . . . 
Brick, building tile, and artificial stone .... . . . . 
Llme~d~a~ff .. .. ... . .. .. ..... . ........ . 
Agricultural implements, vehicles, and 

tractors . ...... . ... . . . ... .. ......... .. .. . 
Automobiles, auto trucks, and parts, 

including tires . ..... . . . ... . ..... . ... . .. . . 
Furniture (new) . . ... .. . .. . . . . .. . . . ... .. . .. . 
Beverages ....... . .. ........... .. .... . ... . . 
Fertilizers .. . .. . .. ...... . . . ... . . . . . ... . . .. . 
Printing paper . . .. ......... . . . . . . . . . .. .... . 
Sulphuric acid ..... . ......... . .... . . .... . . . 
Cotton cloth and cotton fabrics .... .. .... . . . . 
Bagging and bags ...... . ..... . . ....... . ... . 
Canned food products ...... . . . . . .. . . ... ... . 
Scrap iron and scrap steel . ... .. ............ . 
Paper bags and wrapping paper ..... . .. . ... . . 
Paperboard, pulpboard, and wallboard . . . ... . . 
Soap and washing compounds . . . .... . . . .... . 
Glass products ..... . .. ... ...... .... . . ..... . 
Other manufactures and miscellaneous . .. . ... . 

TOTAL MANUFACTURES AND 
MISCELLANEOUS ........ . ....... ... . . . . 

FORWARDER TRAFFIC . .. . ... . ..... . .... .. . 
TOTAL CARLOAD REVENUE FREIGHT ....... . 
TOTAL L .C.L. REVENUE FREIGHT .. . ... .. . . 

TOT AL REVENUE FREIGHT . . . . . ...... . . . 

1959 

Tons 

591,224 
103,860 

2,807,664 
1,755,624 

189,460 
273,218 

75,989 
308,083 

6,105,122 

1,915,543 
445,152 
526,501 
258,191 
133,324 

1,112,887 
13,974 
71,691 
58,146 

247,757 
1,702,823 

240,522 
444,338 

99,613 

838,516 
81,934 

306,860 
1,833,017 

244,401 
148,726 

25,390 
25,551 

760,060 
345,274 
235,4.36 

1,298,021 
64,447 
99,321 

6,160,025 

19,737,441 
82,189 

69,385,656 
254,672 

69,640,328 

l'er Cent 
ofTotal 

0.85 
0.15 
4.03 
2.52 
0.27 
0.39 
0.11 
0.45 
8.77 

2.75 
0.64 
0.76 
0.37 
0.19 
1.60 
0.02 
0.10 
0.08 
0.36 
2.44 
0.35 
0.64 

0.14 

1.20 
0.12 
0.44 
2.63 
0.35 
0.21 
0.04 
0.04 
1.09 
0.50 
0.34 
1.86 
0.09 
0.14 
8.85 

28.34 
0.12 

99.63 
0.37 

100.00 

1951 

Tons 

581,026 
65,449 

2,704,490 
1,631,331 

168,668 
245,606 

62,053 
221,143 

5,679,766 

1,830,437 
324,478 
467,752 
264,210 

90,321 
956,929 

16,579 
54,602 
66,046 

277,121 
1,772,071 

208,273 
444,291 

87,591 

715,966 
83,771 

351,042 
1,615,673 

221,809 
152,386 

25,476 
18,079 

736,251 
252,344 
202,013 

1,102,442 
57,224 
73,269 

5,871,215 

18,339,661 
80,236 

67,027,523 
269,186 

67,296,709 

l'er Cent 
l'er Cent lncreoH 
ef Total (DecreaH) 

0.86 
0.10 
4.02 
2.42 
0.25 
0.37 
0.09 
0.33 
8.44 

2.72 
0.48 
0.70 
0.39 
0.13 
1.42 
0.02 
0.08 
0.10 
0.41 
2.63 
0.31 
0.66 

0.13 

1.06 
0.13 
0.52 
2.40 
0.33 
0.23 
0.04 
0.03 
1.09 
0.38 
0.30 
1.64 
0.09 
0.11 
8.72 

27.25 
0.12 

99.60 
0.40 

100.00 

1.76 
58.69 
3.81 
7.62 

12.33 
11.24 
22.46 
39.31 
7.49 

4.65 
37.19 
12.56 
(2.28) 
47.61 
16.30 

(15.71) 
31.30 

(11.96) 
(10.60) 

(3.91.,) 
15.48 
0.01 

13.73 

17.12 
(2.19) 

(12.59) 
13.45 
10.19 
(2.40) 
(0.34) 

41.33 
3.23 

36.83 
16.54 
17.74 
12.62 
311.56 

4.92 

7.62 
2.43 
3.52 

(5.39) 

3.48 
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Equipment Owned 

LOCOMOTIVE UNITS: 

Diesel-electric, passenger-A units . . . .... . .. ... .. . .. . 
Diesel-electric, passenger-B units . . ... ... ... . . ... . . . 
Diesel-electric, general purpose-A units ..... . ........ . 
Diesel-electric, switching-A units. . ..... .. . ... .... . 
Diesel-electric, switching-B units . . ...... . . . . . . ... . 

Total Diesel-electric units . . .. . . .... ... . .. . ..... . .. . 
Steam . ... .. . .. . .. ... .... . . .. ... . .... . . .. . . . ...... . 

Total. .. ........ ... . ... .... . ........... ..... .. .. . 

FREIGHT-TRAIN CARS: 

Box . . ... .. .. . . . . ... ....... .... .. . . .. . ......... ... . 
Flat . . ... .. .. .. .. .. . . . .. ........ ... .... . .. ..... . . - . 
Stock .... ... ...... . . . ............ .... ... . . ... ... . . . 
Gondola .... . .......... . ... ... .. .. . . . . .. .... .... . . . 
Hopper-open top. . ......... ... ... . . . .. ...... .. . . 
Hopper-covered. . ... . . ........ . ....... . .. ... . ... . 
Refrigerator . .. ... . .... ... . . .. . . . ...... . ... . ... .. . . . 
Pulpwood and other rack cars . .... . . ... . ... .. .. . .. .. . 
Other freight-train cars ...... ....... . .... .. .. .... . . . . 
Caboose . . ........ . .. ... . ..... . . ... ... .. .. .... . . . 

Total ... . . ... . ............ . ..... . . . ... . .. .. .. .. . . 

PASSENGER-TRAIN CARS: 

Coaches-through trains ... . .. . . . ................... . 
Coaches-suburban-motor . . . . .. . · ........ .... ... .. . 
Coaches-suburban-trailer . . .. ... . . ... . ... .. ...... . 
Sleeping. . .. . . ... . .. ... ... .. ...... ... ..... ... . ... . 
Dining.. . . ... . ..... ... . .... .. . . ..... . .. .... ... . - -
Club, lounge, parlor and observation . . . ..... ...... .. . 
Other passenger train . . . .... .... ... ..... .. ..... . .... . 

Total. . . ....... .. ... . ........ .. .. . .. ... . ........ . 

COMPANY SERVICE EQUIPMENT: 

Business cars .. ... .. . . .... .. .. . ... .... . . . . .... .. ... . 
Derrick equipment ...... .. .. ....... . .. ..... . .. ..... . 
Tank cars .. ....... . ....... . .. . .. ..... . ......... . .. . 
Snow removal equipment . . . ... .. . .. .. ... ... ..... . . . 
Wrecking equipment .... ... ..... .. ... ... ..... ... .. . 
Other company servi~e equipment .. .. ............ . ... . 

Total ...... . ...... ... ..... .... ...... . . . .... .. .. . . 

FLOATING EQUIPMENT: 

Car ferry ... . ............... . . ... .... . .... . ...... . 
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January 
1, 

1959 

36 
6 

387 
165 

7 

601 
274 

875 

20,450 
1,169 

319 
4,399 

18,208 
1,358 

512 
2,617 

24 
617 

49,673 

174 
140 
140 

67 
30 
21 

326 

898 

9 
18 
29 
30 
20 

2,104 

2,210 

1 

Retired December 
Added or 31, 

New Other Reclas■ lfled .1959 

9 

9 

9 

700 
50 

105 

100 

955 

2 

2 

2 

26 
96 

104 

2 

228 

4 

2 

6 

1 

58 

59 

55 

55 

355 
25 

131 
276 
519 

17 
39 

32 

1,394 

6 

1 

5 

12 

1 

1 
194 

196 

36 
6 

396 
167 

7 

612 
219 

831 

20,821 
1,290 

188 
4,123 

17,689 
1,463 

495 
2,782 

24 
587 

49,462 

168 
140 
140 
70 
30 
21 

323 

892 

8 
19 
29 
30 
19 

1,968 

2,073 

1 



7 V j -
Stock car - Freeport IL. 5-53. Photo - Collection of Gerry Carson 

I /. ,. r----------- 42 -,f M PY€< ,,'VNI-I/M~,M!t.:.;-f:;:..,12"'::'c':.$:-'-. .,.------------.-!• .,_. ____________ ..,~--- 40 !. G ,, UNli"rH tl'rs1Pe. _ 

.J'1!1~J,1 TKV~K CcfYTE/lftS 

.if Z ~o-!(' Orf,e JTRtr£Ks JI 

~ ----4 4} {,,t, ' l/"i5!P6 ~IYIKKLr'S . g:_,f Ar EAYIS ~, 
:7" aFfl,e/Hsl ( ;. 

Blt. Cc!-PY Length Number Series Avg lt. wt. Cu. ft. Builder I ' "- ~ 

40T 40 1 611 45000 -45499 2878 
1921 

II II 45500 -45799 41500 2878 
II II 45800 -45999 2880 
II II 46000 -46199 2880 
II II 46200 -46201 3070 

1927 " II 46202 -46376 49600 3100 ICRR 

1927 
II II 46377 -46401 50900 * 3100 ICRR 

*with double decking 

I.C. 40' 6" Stock Car 
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Union Stock Yards - can't 
with the aims in declaration of policy of our President with an eye on 
more liberal participation in this traffic in the post-war period . Recent 
statement by a representative in charge of service matters for one of the 
large concerns operating plants all over the country and who docs busi­
ness with most of the larger railroads of the country, I think justifies 
feeling of deep satisfaction and pride by all of us. He said an officer 
of an eastern line recently asked, "Who's \Vho in the railroad world 
during the war emergenc~·?'' and his reply was the Illinois Central by 
wide margin, not only from standpoint of train service but the prompt 
and courteous attention to all of their problems. He also obsen·ed that 
our conduct during these tr:·ing times indicated we were looking forward 
to post-war conditions. The brge packers have numerous packing houses 
in cities served by our line and also have fertilizer plants, l_ivestock 
concentration yards, oil mills, branch houses, produce houses, etc. 
located on our line in the various states. It follows that we are constantly 
conferring with them on car supply, track agreements, building repairs, 
service matters, leases a(1d other matters of mutual interest aside from 
the regular run of traffic problems. Meat and packing house products 
largely move in cars owned or leased by shippers. During 1942 the 
Illinois Central handled 46,816 cars of meat and packing house products, 
aggregating 745,257 tons from all packers all over the country. Revenue 

$5,057,437.00. This figure represents revenue from P HP-meat onlv and 
does not include revenue from livestock or any other commodities of 
the packers. 

continued on page 19 

IC NEWS FROM THE PAST 

New Shops at Paducah 

(May, 1926)-New facilities are being 
built at Paducah, Ky . When completed 
the improvements will include a loco­
motive department, a car repair and 
store department and reclamation fa­
cilities . All the overhauling and re­
building of engines on the Southern 
lines and the rebuilding and heavy 
repairs of freight cars will be handled 
at the new facilities . The completed 
shop will occupy 82 1.-2 acres and will 
consists of 24 separate buildings of 
modern, fireproof construction. 

r, 

Gi&:."1 'L. A1'.1l.C:i T - "T 51 'Z.. , 

number series 
built by 
built 

736000 - 73999 
GATC 
1947 - 1948 

goL S "'t. ,R SP~"· TRA"£.L- 'Z. f ( 31~ 
TRUC.K.S- "p.-1• f "5.z..p,• 
Otl"F"f ~E"1t.. 111,-TPIC.\\.-~\i.1'..,, '(O~E. 
\1.0TP.~~ f>lllil.tr..~ 'iLAC.~ AO-)\J•:aTi..~ 

i-----------------.J~ ~2 --IN.SIQ€ ENO JNEET-$ 

: . .. --------~"' 1~ "c....--..i t---S * ,.,, ~ 
i,e---------ZS~ z "r.v, ~K CENTE.e, s! O • 

st
z"ovE~ 3TNIKEJlS '31-1·1Nl1/11 KHIICltL£S) 

I.C. 34' 2" Ribbed Side Hopper 
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ICG ENGINES NAMED by Roger Claus 

The ICG placed 40 new GP38-2 diesels into service in 
late 1974 and 1975. 
In consideration of the approaching U.S. bicentennial 
year in 1976, the ICG named its new engines after some 

· of the railroad's famous former employees---many of 
whom played important roles in history. 

Casey Jones - American folklore hero. He lost his life 
in a passenger train accident in 1900 but left a heri­
tage of "the brave engineer" known in every country of 
the world. Engine 9600 is named after Casey Jones. 

P.G.T. Beauregard - Famous Confederate General. 
President of a predecessor line from New Orleans. 

Abraham Lincoln - America's sixteenth President. Served 
the Illinois Central as an attorney in the 1850's. 

Isaac~ Tigrett - Creator of the Gulf, Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad, served as president and chairman of the GM&O 
and Gulf, Mobile and Northern. 

Roswell B. Mason - One of the foremost canal and rail­
road builders of his day. Chief engineer of IC charter 
line; later mayor of Chicago during Great Fire of 1871. 

Ambrose!• Burnside - Union Army General. Was an IC 
officer before the Civil War. 

Sim Webb - Black fireman for Casey Jones on his histor­
ic ride. Seconds before the collision, Webb jumped 
to safety at Casey's orders. 

Edward H. Harriman - Noted railroad financier, a direct­
or and ~ice-president of the IC. 

William C. Falkner - Confederate military hero, author 
ans businessman. In 1871 built oldest part of what 
later became the Gulf, Mobile and Northern. 

Marvin Hughitt - Railroad industry leader, the presi­
dent of Chicago and North Western Railway for 38 years . 
As an IC operator he earned fame for spending 72 hours 
at the telegraph key dispatching rail movements of 
troops and material during a critical period of the 
Civil War. 

Frank M. Hicks - President of the GM&O. 

Robert Schuyler - First president of the IC. 

John.!:· Beven - Freight office messenger boy who became 
president of the Illinois Central. con't on page 16 

Lost Gap Tunnel-can't 

Because t he railroad does not have 
the necessar y heavy construction equip­
ment, a nd because of the blasting in­
volved, daylighting Lost Gap becam e 
a contract job. But before the con­
tractor arrived on the scene, a grea t 
deal o f prepara tory work had to be 
done by the railroad. 

M iss issipp i Divis ion e ngineering 
forces ran a s urvey of the tunnel ar ea 
and plotted the outl ines of the cut- to­
be. T hey also com puted the number of 
cu bic yards of over burden that had to 
be rem oved. They p lot ted additional 
land t h e railroad had to buy to widen 
the righ t of way. And they calcu la ted 
how much nearby land would be need ­
ed to dispose of the waste earth. 

After all th is work had been com­
pleted and checked, a cost es timate was 
prepared. The Engineering Department 
then asked Super intendent Casey to 
requ es t bids from contractors for the 
job. After the bids were revie wed , the 
contract was awa rded to Railroad 
Main tenance & Constructi on, Inc. , of 
Ir v ing, Tex., as th e lowest bidder. 

Meanwhile, und er the direction of 
Track Superviso r W. M . . Morri so n, the 
tr;ick area in the tunnel and for 200 
feet outside each porta l was lilled wit h 
cn1ohed stone to within an in ch of rc1i l 
top. Th is was clone to cushio n the rail 
and ties from falling rocks and to 
provi d e a n easy access way .for the 
contractor's cq uipment. Also, the rail­
road's communication lines were placed 
in a conduit along the rail inside the 
tunnel for protect ion during the work . 

T he Operat ing Department scheduled 
freight trains in and out of Meridian 
as ea rly as possible in the morning and 
as late ;:is possib le in the e\·ening to 
give the con tractor from eight to ten 
un interrupted working hours each day. 
Passenger tl'ains 205 a nd 208 on the 
district did not interfere with the work 
because they rolled through Lost Gap 
T u nnel during the night. 

The contractor 's bulldozers, tractors, 
and road scrapers began to arrive at 
Los t Gap ea rly in September. All th e 
equipment, bought new for this job, 
came to the tunnel area o\·er Illinois 
Central mils from Spr ingfield. Ill. L es 
Hambrick, vice - president of Railroad 
l\Iaintenance & Construction, explained, 
' 'That was the best way to bring the 
equipment in." 

William Kell y, of Di vision Engineer 
Roy L. Han\·ood's sta ff, w;:is named 
project engineer for the daylighting 
project. He recalls that it look three 
days to c lea r trees and btush from the 
\\'Ork and \,·astc areas. A road had to 
be bulldozed from the area on top of 
the t~mne l to the waste area to haul 

continued on page 16 
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ICG Engines Named - con't 

Grenville~- Dodge - Railroad builder, Civil War general. 
Active in consruction of I.C charter lines, later direct­
ed building of Union Pacific across the Rocky Mountains. 

Edward I· Jeffery ·- Noted Civic leader, instrumental in 
bringing the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition to 
Chicago, railroad officer, later president of the Denver 
and Rio Grande Western Railroad. 

Judah f. Benjamin - Secretary of State, attorney general 
and secretary of war of the Confederacy, former U.S. 
senator from Louisiana, prominent lawyer, railroad 
promoter and officer of the New Orleans, Jackson and 
Great Northern, an IC predecessor. 

James T. Harahan - President of the Illinois Central, 
top operating officer for whom Harahan Yard at New 
Orleans is named. 

John E'._. Wallace - Chief engineer of IC. Built fore­
runner lines in Iowa and other major railroad projects 
before President Theodore Roosevelt appointed him chief 
engineer in charge of construction of the Panama Canal. 

Parker Earle - Farmer of Cobden, Illinois, first known 
shipper of fruit under refrigeration, strawberries from 
Cobden to Chicago. 

John A. Quitman - Hero of the Texas and Mexican wars, 
governor of Mississippi and U.S. senator. Developer and 
first president of the original Mississippi Central 
Railroad (1836-1844) . 

James C. Clarke - As an early IC Operating officer, he 
encouraged the use of Illinois coal as locomotive fuel 
in place of wood. Later became president. 

George!• McClellan - IC Engineering vice-president, 
commander in chief of the Army of the Potomac. Opposed 
Lincoln for the presidency in 1864. 

Charles H. Markham - American industrialist who be­
came Illinois Central president and reorganized it. 
Served the nation as regional director of southern 
railroads during World War I, returning to IC afterward. 
The railroad 11s largest freight classification year, 
Markham Yard,south of Chicago, is named for him. 

Lawrence A. Downs - Purdue University civil engineering 
graduate who led the IC as president through the grim 
days of the 193O's Depression. 

Wayne!_. Jonston - President of Illinois Central for 
more than two decades, later chairman of the board. 
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Lost Gap Tunnel-con't 
the 61 ,000 cubic yards of ea r th that 
made u p the overburrlen. 

The n the ,vork on the cu t itself 
bega n . B ulldozer s d ug up the ear t h 
s u r face . S pecia l tee th . made of ex­
t r e m e l v ha rd ch rome vanadium s teel 
w ith ~ a n ganese t ips, ripped into t he 
ground . Road scrapers pullerl as much 
o f the loosened ea r t h into their fa t 
bellies as possib le. Then the scrapers 
were ,;hO\·ed by tractors to scrape up 
even more. T he fully-loaded scraper s 
lum bererl up a road , bulldozed ou t only 
days before. to dump their heavy loa ds 
of waste materia l in the fill area. 

T he first la:\:er was easily taken off, 
but then the going got a litt le more 
difficul1. For example, ranging from 
four to t\, enty feet down was hard 
granite. Dy n amite loosened it . " \ Ve 
were- afr c1 id to do too much blasting 
th is early in the job," recalls Con­
trri c: tur H ambrick. " bec:c1use \\'e t h ought 
it migh t break th a t long tube before ·we 
w e re ready for it ." H e was, of course, 
r eferri ng to the tunn e l. 

B ut layer after laye r was ripped up 
and carried otr. G eological strata of 
g r a nite. a ustin r ock , sandstone. b lue 
shale, fl intstone . r ed clay and common 
eart h were r evealed as the cut began 
to take shape. A bout eight feet abO\·e 
rail top, the bu lldozers uncovered a 
layer of white san d . 

B y the middle of No,·ember the 
excavation of Lost Gap was n early 
comple te. Bulldozer s clea red earth 
away from t he sides of the tunn el's 
curved wa ll s. Early on Nov ember 19, 
less than t h ree months a f ter the d ay­
ligh tin g p roject started, Number 63, 
wes tbound out of Meridian , \\'as th e 
last t rain to pass th rough L ost G ap 
T unnel. 

L a ter that day d yn amite cha r ges 
wer e set in th e sides of the tunne l 
a n d exploded a t 4 : 40 p .m. The roof 
collapsed t o th e t rack and L ost G ap 
T unn e l was n o m or e . The t rack was 
cleared to pass t rain s the nex t d ay. A n 
east bound freigh t , Train 64 , was t h e 
first tra in to go through the open cut. 
W h ile the track was blocked ,vith 
debris, trains detoured over G ulf, M o­
bile and Ohio tracks between Meridian 
a n d Newton. M iss. 

The r emova l of L ost G ap T unne l 
en ded a ll clearance restrictions on t he 
Illinois Cen t r a l's busy east- west br idge 
l in e across cen tra l Mississippi a nd 
nor thern L ouisian a . Says Mississipp i 
D ivision S uperintendent Casey. " This 
project took the roof off t his pa r t of 
the railroad. Now we ca n h andle freigh t 
cars of any size , inclu ding tr i-l evel 
a utomobile ca r s a n d piggyback ca r s, 
with out \\' or ryin g abou t close clear­
ances. All moder n, oversize freigh t 
eq u ipment, so important in rai lroading 
today, can t ake to Merid ia n D is trict 
r a i ls carefree." 



ICG Engines Named - con't 

Timothy!!_. Blackstone - Chief engineer and president of 
the Chicago and Joliet Railroad, a GM&O forerunner line. 

Samuel Clemens - Author and Humorist, better known as 
"Mark Twain". Clemens was a pilot on IC packet steam­
boats which linked northern and southern lines at 
Cairo, Illinois. 

Henry~- McComb - Confederate officer. President of IC 
predecessor line and leader in rebuilding southern 
railroads after the war. Founder of McComb, Mississippi. 

John!:_ Logan - IC officer, Civil War general, founder 
of"Memorial Day". 

John:!._. Pelley - IC officer who became president of the 
association of American Railroads. 

William K. Ackerman - President of the Illinois Central; 
railroad historian. 

John.!!_. Turchin - "The terrible Cossack", Russian-born 
civil engineer who became a Union Army general and led 
the charge up Missionary Ridge at Chattanooga, a turn­
ing point in the War between the States. Served IC as 
an immigration agent. 

Eugene W. Stetson - Banker and outstanding businessman. 
As chairman of IC Executive committee he formulated 
policies that sharply reduced the railroad's funded 
debt in the 1950's. 

Paul E. Odell - GM&O officer. 

Stuyvesant Fish - President of the Illinois Central who 
led the railroad's expansion at the turn of the century. 

Nan Carter - An IC General Attorney. She aided hundreds 
of employees, free of charge, during the depression and 
helped develop the Illinois Central Credit Union at 
Cicero . 

M.J.D. Baldwyn - Businessman and railroad entrepreneur 
of Mobile, Alabama. Backed building of the Mobile and 
Ohio Railroad, a forerunner line. 

Stephen A. Douglas - "The Little Giant". As U.S. senator 
from Illinois he led the fight in Congress for passage 
of the Internal Improvement Act which made possible the 
building of land grant railroads, including the Illinois 
Central and Mobile and Ohio. 

ICG Engines named - con't 

Richard Cobden - Distin­
guished British states­
man, and origional share­
holder whose interest in 
and support of the f l edgl­
ing IC railroad helped it 
survive t he financial 
panic of 1857. 

Sir Wm. C. Van Horne -
YouthfulIC~legrapher 
who went on to develop 
the great Canadian 
Pacific network of ships, 
hotels and railroad lines. 

IC NEWS FROM THE PAST 
New Type Engine Arrives 

(Jun e·. 1929) - W ork i n g in and ad ,i acent 
to th e Ill inois Centra l's Sou th Wa ter 
Street yard in Chicago is a switch en­
gine en ti re ly di ffe r ent from an~, othP r 
on our rai lroad. It is .an oil-electric 
locomotive, a type of motiv e power es-­
pcciall y designed to m eet req u iremen b 
for a smokeless . self- contained switch ­
ing u nit. Engine 9000 is in a class by 
itself. 11 is l4 feet h igh a nd 41 feet 
Jong, with a w heel base of 28 1·~ [ eet. It 
weighs arou nd I 10 tons and develops 
600 horsepower. All weight is on the 
eight driving wh eds. which arc mou nt ­
ed in two four- wheel trucks. The en­
gine is the joint product of the Inger­
soll - Rand, Genera l Electric and Ame"ri ­
can L ocom otive companies and cost 
11pproxim ately $100,000. Its usefulness 
is chiefl y for local switching service, 
as it is not designed for extended r uns 
or tran sfer work . A steam locom oti ve 
engineer ca n qu ali fy in a day or so t n 
t a ke charge of a locomotive of th is 
type. 

Attracts Large Crowds 

( August, 1909 )-The first full train 
load of m anure spreaders, m anufa c­
tured b y the Litchfie ld Man Ufacturing 
Compa n y of Water loo, was handled 
over the Dubuque Division from 
Wa terloo to Cedar R apids recently . 
The 26-car train was en route to Kan­
sas City via the Milwaukee Road. 
Short stops wer e m ade a t selected 
stations to give a de monstra tion of the 
workings of the m anure spreader, one 
of w hich was set up on a fla t car and 
operated by a gasoline engine. The lo­
comotive handling the train was 
equipped with a siren whistle while 
a steam p iano was utilized in giving a 
brief .concert a t each s tation where 
stops w ere made. The demonstrations 
drew large crowds along the route. 
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Member John Sinks sent us this photo of 2-8-0 #836 and crew near Benton IL. 
Second from left is G. Clyde Daley. Exact date is unknown, however engine #836 
was renumbered #3762 7/37 - so the photo must be dated prior to 1937. 

Engine #2086 - built by Alco - Brooks works for the IC in 1912 - shown here at 
Kankakee IL. on 7-15-53. Before rebuilding at Paducah in 1943 #2086 wore #1099 
Photo - Gerry Carson 
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Union Stock Yards -
CO'.'/CLUSION 

Of one thing I am sure-it is the splendid cooperation of many 
in this room that makes it possible for me to say that the Illinois Central 
ranks first among the 2i railroads serving the Union Stock Yards and 
adjacent territory from standpoint of carload freight earnings which 
amounted to more than 58,500,000 last year or almost I I % of the grand 
total. Believe me when I say the business represented by this freight 
revenue is largely highly competitive. I am equally sure it is the efficient 
handling by our own Chicago Terminal Organization of meat products 
originating at and passing through Chicago that contributes generously 
to our railroad's second place position among western lines and fourth 
position among all railroads in the country on PHP-fresh meat tonnage 
handled in this country. \Ve are out in front of many lines who operate 
substanciallv more mileaoe. 

William Grayson,808 Mels 
Dr.,Evansville,In.47712 
needs photos or plans of 
IC's Central Station in 
Louisville Ky. 

Paul Ekland,444 Bolton Rd 
Vernon, Ct. 06066 needs 
dimensioned drawings of 
IC EMD 5040A's, numbered 
6006-6023. 

Gene LaVancil,Box 25735, 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90025 
needs erection drawings & 
photos of IC 7000 steam 
engines,&front end detail 

Paul M. Somers,511 West 
White St. Champaign, Il. 
61820 is looking for er­
ection drawings & photos 
of the Green Diamond for 
a possible HO model by 
Key Imports. 
Also see Modelers News 

The Green Diamond is in­
terested in any photos or 
drawings of any of the 
above items and any info. 
relating to ICRR. Contact 
Tom Grant,22539 Arquilla 
Dr. Richton Park,Il.60471 

Tom Grant would like to 
buy a copy of The IC his­
tory by Corliss. Price & 
condition? Address above. 

FOR SALE ICG Orange TRT 
bulkhead flat car kit w/ 
Miller decal set. Car is 
by MDC (HO). New paint 
scheme w/ black logo 
available Jan 1 83 price: 
$5.95 + $1.00 shippingo 
Don'a Hobby World 18447 
s. Halsted St. Glenwood, 
IL. 60425 (312) 754-7988 

FOR SALE - PHOTOS 
Member Gerald Carson has 
an extensive collection 
of STEAM and DIESEL Era 
IC equipment. send for 
list. Gerald Carson, 
10065 Mountain Rd. 
Chipita Park,CO. 80809 

MEMBERSHIP SURVEY 

If you have not returned 
the membership survey 
which was included in 
issue #7 please do. We 
would like to compile 
the members directory 
as soon as possible and 
make it as complete as we 
can. 

DUES DUE? 
It's 1983 already. Have 
you paid your 1983 Dues? 

INTERCHANGE TRACK 

Want Ads- free to members 
For Sale Ads - $3.00 for 
1st 15 words - additional 
words 10¢ each. 
Commercial For Sale - $5.00 
for 1st 15 words - addit­
ional words 10¢ each. 1/9 
page $7.50 - 1/4 page $20. 
Copy should be clearly pr­
inted or typed. We reserve 
the right to edit copy and 
the right to refuse ads. 
Send your copy with check 
or money order payable to 
Illinois Central Historical 
Society. 

HOBBYSHOP HELP 

If your local hobbyshop 
proprietor would like to 
help us by selling the 
Green Diamond have him 
drop us a postcard and we 
will send him a complimen­
tary copy of the magazine 
and ordering information. 

MODELERS NEWS 

Key Imports is consider­
ing a model of the Green 
Diamond if there is en­
ough interest for a min­
imum run. The model would 
probably be factory pain­
ted with a price between 

' $400-$500. if interested 
contact !CHS member Paul 
Somers who has volunteer­
ed to act as liason bet­
ween the society and Key. 
Paul Somers,511 W. White 
St. Champaign,Il. 61820. 

Back Cover IC Office Car 
#1 brings up the rear end­
northbound at Carbondale, 
1970. 

GREEN DIAMOND Page19 



GREEN DIAMOND page 20 


