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NEW MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 
and NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

John Thomas has assumed the 
duties of Membership Chair­
man and editor of the ICHS 
NEWSLETTER, taking over the 
job formerly held by our 
First Vice President, Jack 
Laude. We would all like to 
thank Jack for his work with 
the Newsletter and Member­
ship roles. If you have any 
questions regarding your 
membership, John's address 
is listed on page 2. Please 
bear with us during the 
transition of membership 
chairmen. John has a new 
computer to learn to 
communicate with, and a 
sizeable amount of work to 
do to transfer data to a new 
machine. If you recently 
joined the society, or have 
recently renewed your 
membership, your card will 
be forthcoming. If you 
received this magazine by 
mail, then your name is on 
the membership list. 

THE GREEN 
published by 

DIAMOND is 
the Illinois 

Central Historical Society, 
a Nonprofit Illinois Corp­
oration organized to pre­
serve historical material, 
and collect data on the 
former Illinois Central 
Railroad. Membership in the 
society .is available to 
anyone interested in the 
Illinois Central Railroad or 
it's predecessor lines. 
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On The Cover 

It is January 14, 1949, and 
the crew of I.e. #1401 takes 
time for a tank of water and 
to pause for a photographer 
at Roxie, Miss., where the 
I.e. crossed the Mississippi 
Central Railroad. 

photo by C.W. Witbeck. 

More ICHS News on page 14. 
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many subjects 
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Chicago area 

BACK ISSUES & REPRINTS 

Many of our back issues have 
been sold out and a number 
of you have asked if we will 
be able to reprint the 
earlier issues that are no 
longer available. This would 
be an expensive and time 
consuming task. What we may 
be able to do is reprint 
selected articles from some 
of the earlier issues. In 
this issue I have reprinted 
some of the photos of IC 
cabooses that appeared in 
Issue #13 (sold out). We 
have also found some 
additional photos of IC 
cabooses, which are included 
this time. 
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With extra f l ags f l yi ng , I C # 1268 heads the "FLYER'' north in the spring of 1941 , near 
Jackson Mississippi . C. W. Witbeck photo . 
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by 
Judge Leon Ford III 

The author would like to thank the National Railway . Historical Society, Southeast 
Louisiana Chapter, Louis R. Salliard IV, and Bruce Gurner for their assistance with this 
article. Photos from the C. W. Witbeck collection were supplied by Louis Salliard IV and 

Judge Leon Ford III. 

Most rail fans think of the Panama Limited 
as the most important name train on the 
Illinois Central in by-gone years . But 
wh i 1 e the millionaires rode the Panama, the 
fortunes and futures of strawberry farmers, 
farm suppliers, box and veneer companies, 
selling agencies, and banks in Southeast 
Louisiana rode another name train far more 
important to them, the "Crimson Flyer." 
This strawberry train held one of the 
hottest express schedules in the United 
States, and was regularly given priority 
over all I . e . passenger trains except the 
Panama . Retired engineer Howard M. "Jiggs" 
McGehee proudly recalls once firing a Flyer 
on the single track passenger main north of 
Jackson, Mississippi when even the 
southbound Panama Limited was held in the 
hole at Madison for the Flyer to pass. 

The Illinois Central was a pioneer in the 
refrigerated shipment of strawberries. As 
early as 1866, the first berries had been 
shipped in specially built iced chests from 
Cobden, Illinois to Chicago, and by the 
following year, the I . e . was operating the 
"Thunderbolt Express," the first all 
strawberry train in the country, from Anna 
and Cobden to Chicago . 

As the virgin pine timber was cut in 
Tangipahoa Parish, Louisiana, bi-sected by 
the Main Line of Mid-America, a search 
began for a use for the extensive acreage 

of cut over land. Strawberries were first 
introduced into the parish in 1876 and 
flourished in the fertile soil . The 
railroad recognized the potential new 
source of revenue, and assisted by giving 
expert guidance in the developement of 
variet i es suitable to the climate and soil 
conditions and conducive to long distance 
shipments. Initially, car - load lots of the 
berries were made from Hammond, Louisiana, 
attached to passenger trains. But after the 
large lumber mills in the area cut out in 
the late teens and early 1920 ' s, the 
economy of the parish became more and more 
dependent upon the strawberry industry, and 
the area bordering the main line became the 
most productive "Strawberry Belt" in 
America . Strawberry acreage jumped from 
1,345 in 1899 to 14,420 in 1924, as the 
number of berry farmers increased to 
forty-two hundred families. Most public 
schools in the area began in July, so as to 
end before berry season the next spring, 
enabling the children to assist in picking 
the berries. 

While everyone in the growing area looked 
forward to enjoying the l ucious berries 
each spring, the major market was not 
local . It was in the large north and 
east - coast cities, some still covered with 
snow, where the Louisiana strawberry became 
a much sought delicacy commanding an 
unusually high price. But the Louisiana 
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strawberry, particularly the famed juicy 
Klondyke variety, noted for it's sweet 
flavor and crimson color throughout, proved 
an extremely delicate and difficult item to 
ship . Conventional freight refrigerator 
cars were unsuitable, and heavy express 
reefers equipped with passenger-type 
equalized trucks and buffers over the 
couplers, had to be used. In the 1920's and 
30's, the J.C. fifty foot 4501 class and 
forty foot 4651 class were used early in 
the season when only a few cars were 
loaded. Equipped with train signal air 
lines and steam pipes, they were usually 
picked up by No . 26, the "Northern Express" 
in the early evening. As the shipments 
increased to five or more cars, a 
strawberry special was run. 

As the season progressed and the berries 
became more plentiful, scores of other 
express reefers were brought in for 
service . The most common type were the 
fifty-foot arch roof wooden beauties of the 
Northern Refrigerator Car Company, built by 
Pullman Car and Manufacturing Corporation. 
While the eight hundred series was 
initially painted white, the other series 
were pullman green and sported the old J.C. 
"Courtesy-Efficient-Service-Always" emblem 
consisting of the red and black split 
diamond within a white circle. Other cars 

were provided primarily by Railway Express 
Agency, Pac ific Fruit Express, New York 
Central, Great Northern, and Northern 
Pacific. The first steel express reefers 
were the distinctive R- 50B tuscan red cars 
of the Pennsy, introduced in 1929. The tall 
steel N. R.C. 700 class, built by Pu ll man in 
1937, carried the new J.C. diamond in gold . 

Each spring as the season neared, the J.C. 
began collecting express reefers at McComb, 
Mississippi, where they were thoroughly 
cleaned and inspected. Before leaving for 
the strawberry belt for loading, each car 
was iced with five tons of ice at the 
platform of the Southern United Ice 
Company, and then sent down to the 
Louisiana shipping points pre-cooled. The 
engines and crews who would take the 
northbound special out that night brought 
the next days empty precooled cars down 
around mid-afternoon. There were some 
anxious moments during the 1942 season when 
on several days the cars did not arrive at 
Hammond for loading until approximately six 
p.m. on the afternoon they were to be 
shipped! There was a critical nation-wide 
shortage of express reefers, which was 
l ater eased when a refrigerator car "Czar" 
was appointed by the Federal Government to 
allot the cars. 

Cleaning express reefers at McComb shops, prior to sending them 
loading. Note the IC "Courtesy, Efficient Service Always" diamond 
cars. 1940. 

south for strawberry 
logo on the N. R. C. 

C. w. Witbeck photo . 
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After first setting out pre-cooled cars fo r 
the next days shipment at Amite, 
Independence, Tickfaw, and Nat~lbany, the 
engine and caboose were turned on the wye 
at Hammo nd, then backed the five miles to 
Ponchatoula. There they set out the 
remaining pre-cooled cars for the next days 
shipment, and picked up the first loads for 
the commencement of the northbound run. At 
Hammond they picked up not only cars loa ded 
there, but also those that came in over the 
Baton Rouge branch (originally the Baton 
Rouge, Hammond & Eastern Ra ilway) from 
Albany, five miles to the west. In the 
early thirties they were brought into 
Hammond on the B.R . H, & E. from as far west 
as Denham Springs, a distance of thirty 
miles, and as far east as Goodbee, a 
distance of eighteen miles. They were 
loaded at stops on the New Orleans, 
Natalbany & Natchez Railway, a 
predorninently logging railroad owned by the 
Natalbany Lumber Company, from points 
northwest of Natalbany, which is located 
three miles north of Hammond . One 
photograph shows a strawberry train on the 
N.O.N. & N. containing ten loaded cars of 
berries on the way to Natalbany where they 
would be picked up by the Flyer . 

ILLINOIS CENTRA L 
STRAWBERRYLAND 

to Chicago 
815 miles 

McComb 

McComb - Ponchatoula 
57 miles 

MISS ISSIPPI 

LOUISIANA 

map drawn by 
Torn Grant 

E,Ry) 

Osyka --
Tangipahoa 

Independence 

Ponchatoula 

Manchac 

to New Orleans 
48 miles 

Pre-cooling of refrigerator cars was hard work in the days before mechanical reefers. 
Here, with the help of a special lift truck, an REA reefer is loaded with ice at Hammond, 
Louisiana in 1953. The next car is a PFE reefer. C. w. Witbeck photo, 
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In 1937, the railroad and the Railway Express Agency, which handled al l shipments and had 
it's Division Super visor's Office in the Hammond passenger depot, advertised the 
following schedule for the "Crimson Flyer": 

LEAVE: ARRIVE: 
Ponchatoula La. 6 : 15 pm Mon . St. LOU is Mo . 4:05 pm Tues. 
Hammond La . 6:45 II II Chicago I 11. 9 : 30 pm II 

Tickfaw La . 7:00 II II Oklahoma City 9:50 pm II 

Independence La . 7: 15 II II Topeka Kan. 11: 3 0 pm II 

Amite La . 7:30 II II Milwaukee w is . 3 : 5 5 am Wed. 
Cleveland Ohio 5 : 40 am II 

Omaha Neb . 6:58 am II 

Detroit Mich. 7 : 50 am II 

Note that the above schedule includes destinations off 
considerable switching and transfers . It also includes several 
the reefers. Other major destinations were Indianapolis, 
Philadelphia, New York City, Buffalo, Boston, and Toronto . 

the I . C. R. R. , requiring 
stops necessary to re-ice 
Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, 

St rawberry train northbound at Carbondale, Illinois . 1936 SEL NRHS photo . . 

As regular freight equipment was not 
s uitable for the strawberry shipments, 
neither were freight train schedules . The 
I . e . found it necessary to run Strawberry 
Express Specials as passenger extras in 
order to get the berries to market in the 
best possible condition . These specials 
soon gained system-wide fame~ On many 
nights in the 1920's and 30's, they would 
be run in as many as five sections of 25 to 
30 cars each. On April 27th, 1931, a record 
of 195 cars of strawberries were shipped . A 
total of 4,721 cars were shipped by rail 
that year . There were 21 nights that 
shipments were over 100 cars. 

In 1930, I . e. officials contacted the late 
George B. Campbell, long time editor of the 
Hammond Vindicator and somewhat of a 
railfan, (he managed to get a cab ride in 
the #1117 on the Panama Limited from 
Hammond to McComb when my grandfather, Leon 
"Bud" Ford was the engineer) and asked his 
assistance in selecting an appropriate name 
for the strawberry trains . Mr . Campbell 
immediately suggested "Crimson Flyer . " The 
name was adopted by the I . e. and used 
extensively in promoting it's service . The 
strawberry special made it's first run 
under it ' s new name on Tuesday night , 
March 28th , 1930 . 
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Most growers shipped their berries through 
a growers association, who had sold them 
their plants, fertilizer, and chemicals, as 
well as the wooden pint berry containers 
and shipping crates on credit, and 
co-signed their loans at local banks . The 
associations were responsible for loading 
the cars after the berries were brought in 
from the farms and inspected. Loading of 
the cars usually commenced by mid-morning, 
as soon as the berries had been picked and 
packed . Each association was assigned all 
or part of a reefer and applied it's own 
colorful label to their crates as they were 
placed in the cars . The cars were loaded 
with 720 to 750 crates, each containing 24 
pints of berries. The crates were only 
stacked four high with strips of wood 
between them to allow circulation . The door 
area was not loaded, but cross braced with 
wood framing to keep the load from 
shifting . The pre-cooled cars removed much 
of the field heat from the berries . 
Pre-cooling fans were installed to 
circulate the air within the car after 
loading, and additiona l ice and salt were 
added by portable elevators at the loading 
point if necessary . 

The train dispatcher kept the icing station 
at McComb posted on the movement of the 
northbound Flyers so that ice was placed on 
the elevated platforms there before the 
train arrived . The re-icing took place 
while the engines were being changed . The 
platform had a track along both sides, each 
accomodating 30 cars. Thus, 60 cars, or two 
regular strawberry trains, could be 
re-iced at one time . The Flyer was checked 

St rawberry train at Centralia Illinois . 1946 
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and re-iced at Jackson, Tennessee and 
Centralia, Illinois. 

After a car had made more than one complete 
round trip from the loading point to a 
northern market and back, it had become 
thoroughly chilled. For a subsequent trip, 
less ice was required. A car that was 
placed for icing on it's fourth trip would 
be found to contain about one third of the 
ice still in it from the third trip . 

All berries were sold through an auction, 
for many years located in a beautiful large 
log cabin on the grounds of the Case de 
Fresa Hotel ("House of Strawberries"), 
fronting the main line at Hammond . This 
caused the city to become known as the 
"Strawberry Capital of the World." There, 
from 60 to 75 buyers, representing large 
produce companies and chain stores, bid on 
the berries. The auction did not begin 
until 8 : 00 pm. By then the berries on the 
first section of the Flyer had been rolling 
for over an hour before they were offered 
for sale. Therefore, the Railway Express 
Agency listed the shipper as the consignee 
at Matoon, Illinois. Mattoon was the 
diversion point for cars on the Flyer. As 
soon as a car was purchased at the auction, 
the express agency would wire it's office 
at Mattoon of the car number and the name 
and location of the buyer, and Mattoon 
would re-bill it to the purchaser as 
consignee. Everyone was in trouble if the 
berries did not sell or did not bring a 
good price. The condition in which the last 
load had arrived at market had a lot to do 
with the price bid for the new shipment . 

I 
f 

l 

SEL NRHS photo. 



Until 1947, most of the berry specials 
branched off the main line at Grenada 
Junction, and went up the old main line 
through Water Valley and Jackson, Tennessee 
to Fulton . After 1947, they were routed up 
the passenger main from Jackson, 
Mississippi through Canton to Memphis, and 
then to Fulton . Very few cars were cut out 
before reaching the diversion point at 
Mattoon, though occasionally a car was cut 
out at Memphis for shipment east or west, 
or a car was cut out at Fulton for the 
Louisville area. Sometimes a car was 
ordered from the Houston area, which would 
be placed behind the last Pullman on the 
tail end of No . 3, the southbound 
"Louisiane," at Hammond at 6:00 pm., to 
make a connection with the Southern Pacific 
at New Orleans . 

When the 2400 class 4-8-2's were delivered 
in the early 1920's, they proved to be 
ideal power for the Flyer, and with much 
company publicity, took over for the 1100 
class Pacifies that had held down the 
schedule in the past. The 2400 ' s were able 
to maintain average speeds of fifty miles 

Strawberry Extra at Jackson Tennessee. 

per hour with sections of thirty loaded and 
iced express reefers. In the days before 
the I.e. had steel cabooses, it was 
customary to couple an old combine or coach 
to the rear of the flyer for the crew and 
to hold down the markers . The officials 
feared the wooden cabooses were too light 
to stay on the rails as the 2400's whipped 
the Flyer around the curves, as they 
usually greatly exceeded that fifty miles 
per hour average speed. Retired engineers 
say it was normally closer to eighty, with 
73 1/2 inch drivers, no time card, no 
station stops, a clear track,and a company 
incentive to get the berries to market as 
soon as possible! 

Prior to the 1936 rebuilding program, the 
2-8-2 type Mikados were not used on the 
strawberry trains, as they were not 
properly balanced to operate at speeds 
above forty miles per hour, were hard on 
the track, and generally unsatisfactory at 
high speeds over long distances. How e ver, 
for the 1937 season, the motive power 
department experimented with the re-built 
2-8-2's on the Crimson Flyers. The June 

photo Bruce Gurner Collection . 
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1937 I . e. magazine states that; " The 
Motive Power Department of the Illinois 
Central System will set 19 37 down as a 
red-letter year, because it marks the first 
sucessful operation of the Mikado type 
freight engines in this service ." In 
previous years, about twenty of the 2400 
class engines had to be withdrawn from 
passenger service and headed south as the 
berry season got into it's stride . But the 
rebuilding program had given the mikes 
increased tractive effort , and the 
readjustment of the counterbalancing and 
application of Boxpox main drivers made 
possible speeds of fifty-five miles per 
hour without damage to track or the 
engines . Higher steam pressures and new 
mechanical stokers made it possible to 
sustain this speed over long runs with the 
enlarged tenders carrying mo r e coal and 
water . While the motive power department 
was p l eased to be ab le to use the mikes, 
"Jiggs" McGehee remembers the delight of 
the firemen , as they were the only 
stoker-fired freight engines on the 
southern end of the system . However, to 
their sorrow, after the 1937 berry season , 
they were sent back north and i t was 
several months until the rebuilding program 
suppl i ed a sufficient number for them to 

become available on this end of the system . 
St ill, the 2400 's were always preferred for 
the berry spec ials and were used whenever 
available. After most of the passenger 
trains were dieselized in the early 50 ' s, 
2400 ' s, as well as the rebuilt 2300 ' s, were 
common on the berry trains and were well 
liked by their crews . 

In 1948, the Flyer began to be re- eq uipped 
with the new roller bearing steel "Silver 
Reefers" of the Railway Express Agency, 
though the wooden type remained common for 
another decade . The spring of 1957 brought 
another change, (not too welcome in many 
circ l es) diesels, black geeps, and 
occasionally one of the orange and brown 
passenge r units, available as more and more 
passenger trains were discontinued . 

Gradually, over the years, strawberry 
acreage in Tangipahoa Parish decreased . 
Several factors were involved, not the 
l east of which was the in flux of berries 
from California prior to the beginning of 
the Louisiana season , and the cheap l abor 
Mexica n imports . Also, because frozen 
berries were available year -r ound , the 
Louisiana berries were no longer an eagerly 
sought spring food item . Shipments dwindled 

Trailing a classic wooden coach on the rear, the " Flyer" is 
Jackson , Mississippi on a rainy day in 1937 . 

seen here northbound at 
C. W. Witbeck photo . 
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until the late 6 QI St when the Railway 
Express Agency announced it would no longer 
supply e xpress r ee fers. A 11 remaining 
shipments were handed over to the trucks . 

Strawberries are now 
local consumption in 
days of the Crimson 
days of the old 

produced only 
this area, but 

Flyer and the 
I . e. live on in 
old timers and memories 

rail fans. 
of many 

for 
the 

glory 
the 

local 

The Crimson Flyer at Tickfaw, Louisiana, 1954 . 

In 1966, the late Bill Witbeck, nationally 
known rail photographer and dedicated I.e. 
fan, was instrumental in forming the 
Southeast Louisiana Chapter of the National 
Railway Historical Society at Hammond, 
Louisiana . Chapter members were quick to 
select the name "Crimson Flyer" for their 
monthly publication, and the old red and 
black segmented diamond within a circle as 
the emblem for the chapter . 
************************* ****************** 

C. w. Witbeck photo . 

Mountain #2457 running extra with ree f ers and coaches . c. w. Witbeck photo . 
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ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY: 

!CHS PUBLICATIONS 

As you all know we are running late with 
our magazine publications. We also delayed 
sending out dues renewal notices for 1988 
until the end of February when we mailed 
Green Diamond #22. Your dues for 1987 
include magazines #22 and #23. This double 
issue #23-24 is the last '87 and the first 
'88 issue, technically. We are 4-6 months 
behind with the magazine. Hopefully if you 
haven't paid your '88 dues yet , you will 
send them in now, if not this is the last 
issue you will receive. 

One of the reasons for the dues increase to 
$15.00 was to enable us to produce larger 
magazines. Bigger magazines take longer to 
produce. My problem is that there is no way 
I can keep up with the needs of our 
production schedule, especially with larger 
issues. We have some options to consider in 
terms of magazine production. We can hire 
an outside firm to do our typesetting, 
layout, and pasteup work, which will result 
in fewer pages and fewer magazines, since 
this is an expensive service to buy, or we 
can start a publications committee to work 
on the actual production of the magazine, 
writing, typing, layout, and pasteup work. 
This is our first double issue, and it is 
also the last issue that I will be able to 
produce under the existing conditions. The 
bottom line is that we need more people who 
are willing to become involved with the 
society in every aspect of what we do. This 
situatfon is rapidly becoming critical for 
the society as a whole. The amount of work, 
(and it definately is work not fun) keeps 
growing. Those people doing the work remain 
only a few, and they are being overworked 
to the point that they finally give up. I 
have outlined below some of the jobs that 
we need people to help with. I encourage 
anyone who is willing to help to come 
forward now and at the annual meeting in 
Paducah and put your name on a list. If the 
weight of the load is spread among many 
hands, it can get easier to carry, if fewer 
and fewer hands are available, the weight 
can crush those who are left holding it. 
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NEW EDITORS 

I am pleased to announce that three members 
have agreed to assume the job of Editors 
for the IOWA, INDIANA, and KENTUCKY 
DIVISIONS. 

Ted Richardson, whose articles on IC Limas, 
2-8-4's, and the #1146 Pacific engine have 
appeared in previous Green Diamond issues, 
(#14, #15, & #19) has agreed to become the 
Iowa Division Editor and coordinator of 
information on the Iowa lines, also 
Wisconsin lines and Freeport 11. to Dubuque 
IA in Illinois. 

Robert K. Dillon, (whose first article to 
appear in the Green Diamond, on the "High -
Dry" Indianapolis line, is in this issue), 
has agreed to become the Editor of the 
Indiana Division and coordinate information 
on the various lines the IC had in Indiana 
and parts of Illinois. He is also writing a 
book on the Illinois Central in Indiana. 

David Hayes, an 
organizer of the 
has accepted the 

!CHS Board Member and 
ICHS Kentucky Division, 
job of editor of the 

Kentucky Division. David already serves as 
editor of the Kentucky Division newsletter, 
and coordinates ICHS activities in 
Kentucky. The Kentucky Division holds 
regular meetings of railfans, modelers, and 
IC retirees at various locations in 
Kentucky. 

Addresses for the new Division Editors are 
shown below: 

IOWA DIVISION 
Ted Richardson 

431 Briar Place 
Libertyville IL 60048 

INDIANA DIVISION 
Robert K. Dillon 

335 Knollwoods Terr. 
Roswel 1 GA 30075 

KENTUCKY DIVISION 
David Hayes 
P.O. Box 382 

Hardinsburg KY 40143 



In the late 1930's, many of these Baldwins could be found working the Effingham and Indy 
districts with their distinctive Vanderbuilt tenders. #985 was renumbered #905 in 1943, 
and scrapped ten years later. This view was taken in 1937 at Vicksburg, by the dean of 
southern railway photographers, Bill Witbeck. For the eagle-eyed, the engineer sports a 
bow tie, while a switchman's lantern can be seen looped over the railing below the smoke 
box. photo R.K. Dillon collection, 

An updated, square domed version of Alco-Cooke's 1918 original (250-341 series) is seen 
here in 1948. Locos #297 and 311 were also to be found around the coal mines on the Indy 
line. C.W. Witbeck photo R,K. Dillon collection. 
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THE ILLINOIS CENTRAL IN INDIANA 

by Robert K. Dillon Jr. 

Condensed from material in the first four chapters of a projected book on the above 
subject, the author takes complete responsibility for the views expressed, conclusions 
drawn and factual information presented. Errors of fact or ommission should be brought to 
the attention of the author, or the editor of the Green Diamond. 
Grateful acknowledgement is expressed to the following for their kind assistance: Thomas 
G. Hoback, Joseph C. Meredith, Marion Scutt, Larry L. Shute, David Hughes, R. A. Potsch, 

and George W. Hilton. 
PERSPECTIVE 

History, especially railroad history, is 
often viewed as an endless stream of facts, 
reading like an appointment calendar or 
diary, with often too little effort to 
explain the why's and wherefore's 
surrounding the basic events recorded. Carl 
Condit describes the railfan historian more 
bluntly, asserting that the accumulation of 
exact and detailed information convinces 
the amateur that he poscesses knowledge 
when he doesn'tv As a result, the amateur 
is prone to making empty or incorrect 
statements that seem right according to his 
perspective of railroad business. 

In order to gain perspective, the railfan 
historian needs to examine the land, the 
inhabitants, the social-political-commer­
cial enviornment and thrust of great 
events .. This last item may sound overly 
dramatic, but simply means the overwhelming 
or irresistable forces present at any 
particular time and place in recorded 
history. Examples abound: The American 
Revolution created a nation, the Industrial 
Revolution made possible the railroads, and 
the migrations westward demanded some sort 
of plan. 

A series of ordinances in the 1780's 
described how the new lands gained with 
indepe~dence west of the Appalachian 
Mountains and east of the Mississippi were 
to be settled and governed prior to gaining 
statehood on an equal footing with the 13 
original states. Thomas Jefferson wrote how 
this was to be accomplished. While changed 
by James Monroe and others, the basic ideas 
of the eighteenth century enlightenment 
remained in the Northwest Ordinance of 
1787. This law opened all the territories 
north of the Ohio River, south of the 
Canadian Border, and East of the 
Mississippi River to settlement and planned 
developement, eventually resulting in six 
midwestern states including Indiana and 
Illinois. 
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What was different about this arrangement 
was that land was to be divided in an 
arbitrary but systematic manner of clean 
lines and sharp angles. Surveyors laid out 
the new territory in rectangles. Straight 
north-south, east-west boundaries were 
formed into 6 square mile townships. Each 
township contained 36 sections, one mile 
square, of 640 acres. One section was 
reserved to support education and land was 
set aside for other purposes as well. 
Congress intended that the land be sold at 
$1 per acre in section lots, but since few 
settlers could afford the $640 initial 
outlay, it was decided to sell to 
speculators, who would subdivide. This 
scheme seemed to satisfy a number of 
constituencies: Farmers, town builders, 
land speculators, and politicians with 
sectional interests. 

The establishment of a clear, simple plan 
to settle and structure a future government 
based on a building-block proposition was 
in sharp contrast to the older states whose 
internal boundaries had been allowed to 
contour around natural features of the 
land, much like Europe. What all this meant 
to railroading was that about every 15 to 
30 miles across the land there were 
settlements: towns, hamlets, villages, or 
cities. Clusters of activities, commercial, 
agricultural, or mineral, supported these 
settlements. In order to achieve growth, 
meaning wealth, a system of communication 
1~ as needed. 

In northern areas of the midwest, where the 
glaciers had come to halt at the conclusion 
of the last ice age, the ground was 
relatively flat and the construction of 
railways was easy. But southern areas of 
Indiana, were hilly, steep, uneven and 
semi-mountainous. Building anything like a 
road or railroad was a difficult and 
e xpen s ive propositi on, unl e ss there was a 
reason. 



... 

-------

Old #7-This prize of the authors collection represents the only known photo taken of an 
ISRR engine, shown here at Dunkirk, NY (Alco-Brooks) in April of 1907. It was part of an 
order (1-8) for the newly formed ISRR. They were renumbered in 1912 to IC #793-800 . As IC 
#799, old #7 served until scrapped in 1935. Three other engines from this group made it 
into the 1950's . One, #3 (IC #795) was converted to a Mike (2-8-2 #3795) in the 
twenties . Alco Historic Photo - Authors Collection . 

INDIANAPOLIS SOUTHERN 

The Indianapolis Southern Railway is 
perhaps more remarkable for where it didn ' t 
go rather than where it finally did. That 
it's route was not wholly clear from the 
outset is not unusual. It was more a 
function of it's financial backing and 
competition from existing or planned 
railways or interurbans along the intended 
route . Statements taken at the time as to 
where it was going are evasive as no doubt 
the promoters of the line wanted to leave 
the door open to potential investors. 

The eastern or northern portion of the 
"Indy Line" was formed by a group of 
merchants and manufacturers in Indianapolis 
on August 16, 1899, and was chartered under 
the laws of Indiana, September 15, 1899. 
These commercial interests were intent on 
connecting with Evansvi ll e by proceeding 
directly south from the capital city, then 
southwest to reach the southern terminus on 
the Ohio River. Survey work began in 1892. 
But financial backing evaporated with the 
Panic of 1893. Like its present day 
successor, The Indiana Rail Road (INRD), 
the Indianapolis Southern's management 
"meant Business" . 

But where it never went an d wh y, should be 
examined now. The presen t location of the 
line north of Mor ga ntow n, due south of 
Indianapolis is most likely on the original 
survey site, but s outh of there it was a 
different story . Fr om Morgantown it was 

planned to enter Nashville (still a 
community that never had a railroad) to tap 
the vast timber resources and start a 
tourist trade, that even then was 
attractive to city dwellers. The rustic 
hills of Brown county are still isolated 
and take on a Vermont-like foilage in the 
autumn . Then as now the Hills o'Brown 
represent a restful alternative . After 
Nashville, the line was to dog-leg westward 
to Bloomington, Indiana, then south again 
to run parallel to the Monon as far as 
Mitchell . An intended branch line was to 
proceed west from Bloomington to the coal 
fields of Linton and Sullivan, Indiana . 
(the "Low and l~et") . From Mitchell, the 
planned railway was to penetrate the hills 
to West Baden (near French Lic k Springs) 
and meander through successive rid ge lines 
across the southwestern counties Qf Orange, 
Dubois, Warrick, and Pike, until reachin g 
Evansville on the Ohio. 

Two branch e s were planned un der this 
scheme : One from the city of Evansville 
east and upstream on the Ohio River to 
Rockport . [The map shows the proposed route 
that might have evolved had the line 
actually been built south of Victor, shown 
-------. Other rail lines that actually 
were constructed, are also shown on the 
map . A Monon line ran as far as Orleans, 
while a Southern Railway line ran from 
Evansville as far north as French Lick and 
south to Rockport. Ed . ] The other, 
"Bloomington Western" as previously 
mentioned was destined to become the 
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primary route of the 
Indianapolis line, although 
initially it was apparantly 
added as an afterthoughtr 
The Indianapolis interests 
wanted a coal branch to feed 
it IS 

base. 
thriving industrial 

That no construction of the 
Indianapolis Southern Rail­
way had been underta ken 
since the original survey, 
might be explained in 
several ways. Formidable 
land barriers of the likes 
found in Southern Indiana 
boosted construction est-
imates far beyond what 
investors were willing to 
pay and local communities 
willing to tax themselves .. 
Even as a narrow gauge 
enterprise - and the ISRy 
was always planned as a 
standard gauge railroad 
construction and maintenance 
costs would still have been 
considerable~ Er Gr Sulzer 
cites example upon example 
of under-capitalized rail­
roads and branch lines that 
were doomed to failure 
the startr In 

from 
Ghost 

Railroads of Indiana, Sulzer 
further points out that many 
lines were already to be 
found in this part of 
Indianar The lucky ones were 
absorbed by trunk lines, the 
rest, suffering from sus­
tained marginal operations, 
were abandoned ... 

In 1901~ "Eastern" interests 
were reported to have toured 
the line, and by the time 
the first spade turned in 
1903 (apparently with IC 
backing), the thrust of the 
venture and it's route , had 
al most comp l et el y c hanged ., 
Realizing, perhaps, that the 
best bet for sucess lay in 
the movement of bul k 
commodities such as coal, 
timber, limestone, and 
ore, the route of the 

iron 
ISRy 

was fixed for a second time. 
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West Li be rty 

Du ndas 

Janesville 

Greenup 

Hidalgo 

Br own s 

map drawn by 
Tom Grant 

VIGO 



WASHINGTON 

map dr aw n by 
Tom Gra nt 

Indeed, it was being 
promoted as the "Mineral 
Route". From a business 
standpoint, there was still 
another reason the route to 
Evansville didn't material­
izer Besides the terrain, 
which was costly to 
traverse, there were other 
existing, albiet more 
circuitous routes, to Evans­
ville from Indianapolis. The 
management of the line 
decided to leave well enough 
alone .. So, by late 1901, the 
decision was made to go for 
the coal, but still not 
along todays route. The new 
intended route would bypass 
Switz City and head for 
Sullivan, Indiana. Thus 
point where the IC 
terminated would 
overlapped by about 
miles. Poor's Manual 
Railroads reported that 

the 
then 

be 
20 
of 

the 
road, as chartered, was to 
build from the capital city, 
100 miles to Sullivan, with 
a branch from Stanford to 
Bloomfield, Indianar 

The origin of the nickname 
"Hi -'Dry" or "High and Dry 11 

most likely came from the 
employees of the line after 
the final routing was 
settled upon about the end 
of 1904 ... The route ascends 
eastward out of the Wabash 
valley and maintains a 
rather uniform elevation of 
500 to 600 feet above sea 
level to Bloomfield. East of 
there and all the way to 
Morgantown, it rises to 700 
to 850 feet track elevation 
following a series of 
lines, bridging the 
in between .. 

ridge 
gaps 

Original surveys for the 
line place it in it's 
present location between 
Indianapolis and milepost 50 
near Unionviller Construc­
tion probably began in the 
spring of 1903, for by 
September of that year, work 
was reported all along the 
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#961. This trim "English-American" was assigned and served Indianapolis through the 
teens. Brooks-built in 1896, the clean, sleek, uncluttered design, with the engine number 
on the boiler below the bell was definately English in appearance. The nine engines in 
this class must have been run to death, for they were all retired in 
1926 .. Alco Historic Photo, Author's Collection. 

line. At a point one mile south of the 
Monument Circle in Indianapolis was 
milepost O. Relatively easy grading 
followed due south 18 miles to Anita where 
the long tangent was broken and the route 
began it's turn west to Morgantown, another 
twelve miles. Helmsburg, another nine mi les 
distant, in the northwestern corner of 
Brown County, was reached a short time 
later. From there, track gangs and 
construction crews seemed to disperse into 
camps managed by local contractors who 
supervised the work in several locations 
simultaneously . At Helmsburg, incidentally, 
t rains were to be met for years by horse 
drawn hacks to convey tourists on the 10 
mile journey into Nashville. 

West of Helmsburg the line crosses Lick 
Creek into Trevlac (Calvert) near a quaint 
settlement called Stony Lonesome. At this 
point work was begun on the 75 foot high 
Shuff le Creek viaduct . By October 16, 1903, 
the contractor working to cut through 
Peterson Hill (milepost 47), decided 
instead to tunnel. This is the only 
completed tunnel on the line and is some 
500 feet in length. But two miles south, 
the original line as laid out, and the line 
today differ quite significantly. The 
original line, traces of whi ch can be 
followed today, continued southwest where 
it was to cross Griffy Creek on a 105 foot 
high, 600 foot long viaduct. A tunnel was 
to be bored within the city limits of 
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Bloomington, emerging through 
ridge line at a point near 
freight station and the 

a 950 foot 
the former 

old Showers 
Brothe rs Furniture Factory. The line was 
then to intersect the Monon Railroad at 
grade and proceed south, on the west side 
and parallel to the Mo non, another nine 
miles south of Bloomington and two miles 
south of Clear Creek. Of course, none of 
this quite materialized. No tunnel was ever 
started . 

Beyond Clear Creek, there was to be another 
bore, the Stanford Tunnel, nearly 1200 feet 
long through another 950 foot ridge lin e . 
Work was actually under way on the 
approaches to the tunnel by September of 
1903 with a crew of 250 men. By December of 
that year the approaches were cleared. In 
Ma rch of 1904, work was suspended suddenly 
pending route changes to lower the rulin g 
grade~ At the time, work along the line was 
reported 651 complete. A short time later, 
it was formally announced that Illinoi s 
Central backing had been accepted. By 
August of 1904, all work had ceased 
northeast of Clear Creek, southwest of 
milepost 50, and the proposed Kenwood 
(Bloomington) and Stanford tunnels became 
unnecessary. Mo re importantly perhaps, the 
bills and the workmen were paid . Final 
changes in Novembe r 1904 placed the line as 
it exists today~ It cut six miles off the 
mainline and lo wered the ruling grade by 
.. 51 .. 



ORIGINS OF THE HI & DRY LINE OF THE ILLINOIS CENTRAL 1869-1986 

by Robert K. Dillon Jr. 

Cincinnati St. Louis Straight 
(3' gauge) 

Line (1872) 

t 
Springfield, Effingham & Quincy (const. co.) 

JI 
Quincy, Payson & Southeastern (1877) (const co.) Cincinnati, Effingham & Quincy 

Construction Company 
JI-

Springfield, Effingham & South Eastern 
(3' gauge, chartered 1869, Blt 1875 - 187?) 

t ~ 

Indiana & Illinois Southern Ry 
(3' gauge) 

" (1883) Bloomfield Railroad 
(10-10-1874, 31 mi.) 
(3' gauge) t 

Indiana & Illinois Southern RR 
~ 

(1886) 
JI (Standard gauged 1887) ~ 

JI ~ 
St.L.I.& E.of Ill. (St. Louis Indianapolis & Eastern) St. L.I.& E. of Ind. 

(2-6-1890) ~ JI (2-6-1890) 

St. Louis Indianapolis & Eastern RR (2-11-1890) 

JI ~ 
Illinois & Eastern RR 

(11-15-1899) " 
JI Indiana & Western RR 

(11-15-1899) 

"Illinois & Indiana Rail RoadJI 

Company (12-23-1899) 
Bloomington Southern 
(const. 1907 - 1914)~ 

(1907) 

~ 
(1906) 

JI-
..k 

..k 

..k Indianapolis Southern Railway 
[(1899) const 1903 -04) 

INDIANAPOLIS SOUTHERN RAILROAD~ ICRR ~ ICG ~ INDIANA RAIL ROAD 
(Incorp. 6-28-1906) (1911) (1972) (1986) 

It may be speculation, but it appears that 
had the Stanford tunnel been completed 
through · to the town on the other side, the 
line then would have taken a lower (in 
terms of elevation) and "wetter" route the 
remaining twenty miles west to Bloomfield­
It appears feasable that this "low" route 
would have traversed an area called 
American Bottoms, roughly paralell to the 
Monon's B&B Branch, (Bedford and Bloomfield 
Railroad) and with much of that line's 
rough terrain heritage~ Another possibility 
for the low route would have been near the 
present route taken by State highways 45 
and 54 to Bloomfield. 

The existing line south of milepost 50 is 
the one settled upon in 1904 which skirts 
the northern edge of Bloomington, past 
dairy farms that existed at the time. By 
December of 1906 an imposing limestone 
passenger depot had been raised atop a fill 
just below the crest of the hill where the 
tunnel was at one time planned. It is 
obvious from the quality of this structure 
that Illinois Central funds were available 
and flowing, for in the previous June, the 
Indianapolis Southern Railroad had been 
formed incorporating the I .. s~and the I.& 
I. (Illinois & Indiana Rail Road)from Switz 
C i t y t o E f f i n g h am... T h e I.. C .. h a d s o l d i t s 
Effingham District to the new road to 
assure its connection with Indianapolis. 
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Just west of the Bloomington 
station the line cuts 
through the 950 foot crest 
and resumes its south­
westerly courseM A spur to 
the south enters the 
downtown area where the 
freight station still stands 
along with the old Showers 
Furniture factory, which was 
a major on-line shipper~ 
From the spur, the mainline 
then crosses above the 
tracks of CSX Corporation's 
former Monon property. An 
interchange track was built 
to accomodate the Monon as 
it ascends a steep g rade 
northwest out of 
Bloomington- About a half 
mile further west on the 
IrC M is a wye track and spur 
which started out as the 
Bloomington Southern 
Railroad in 1907r (BSRR) 

Griffy resevoir 

map drawn by 
Tom Grant 

Bloomington 
Southern~ 

Bed ford 

BLOO MINGTO N 
INDIANA 

0 
C. 

"' C 

"' 
"O 
C 

0 
.µ 

The Bloomington passenger depot, expertly crafted of oolitic limestone, (probably from 
the Victor quarry) stood until the late 1950's. ICRR photo Author's collection. 

GREEN DIAMOND PAGE 22 



Refered to as the Bloomington Branch when 
it's construction was completed in 1914, it 
was also known as the "Stone Railroad ", not 
to be confused with the Manon's Indiana 
Stone Railroad (I SRD ), whose line it 
paralells south of Clear Creek to reach 
limestone quarries. Altogether, the BSRR 
runs 9.2 miles south , curving gently back 
to the southeast to run next to the Monon 
and interchange again with it at 
Bloomington's McD oel Yard facility. At a 
point two miles south of Clear Creek, to 
the west of the tracks , are the remnants 
of the approach to what was to have been 
the Stanford Tunnel. The most substantial 
structure still standing nearby is a 600 
foot long wooden trestle built about 1914 
to reach the Victor Quarry. 

Most of the Bloomington Branch was 
constructed after the I.e. assumed complete 
ownership of the I.S.RR in 1911. It is 
fairly certain that the branch did reach 
the Monon yard before 1911, however. Today, 
this line serves a gravel pit and an RCA 
factory which was built originally as a 
Showers Furniture satelite plant. 

Mea nwhile, construction was proceeding at a 
rapid pace in 1905, all along the mainl ine 
from the wye ju nction, at Bloomington, 

three miles west to Kirby, thence to 
Elwren, which was to serve as the station 
for Stanford, one mile to the south and now 
bypassed. Crews working east from Switz 
City bridged the Wh ite River and lin ked 
Bloomfield, in the process passing over the 
B. & B~ at Elliston. Following a ridgelin e 
northeast of Bloomfield in 1906, the lin e 
suddenly stopped and construction began on 
ISRR's most impressive structure, the Tulip 
Viaduct over Rich land Creek Valley. It is 
believed that the concrete footings and 
clearing of a path across the valley was 
completed in 1905, and that actual 
construction on the structure began in May 
of 1906 on the west end. That summer the 
line from Bloomington arrived, and both 
sides of the viaduct were worked 
simultaneously. The 2307 foot long trestle 
was rushed to completion in December of 
1906~ It was the final lin k of the route to 
be opened to traffic. Indeed, witnes ses to 
the first train crossing, reported that not 
all of the bolts were in place, but enough 
were to permit a li ght -loaded transit! 
Originally the viaduct across the valley 
was only 22 15 feet, but in 1916 an 
additional 92 feet was added. Its maximum 
height reaches 157 feet above the valley 
floor. The new railroad reached the village 
of Sa lsberry in April of 1906, opening a 
hitherto very isolated Green County 
community to the outside world~ 

In this northeast view, the baggage express room can clearly be seen. This is the only 
portion to survive, and is now a Japanese restaurant. ICRR photo Author's collection. 
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With the completion of the 34 miles between 
Bloomington and Switz City, the entire 177 
mile line became operational in the closing 
days of 1906 ., Since the viaduct over 
Richmond Creek was the only constraint 
preventing through service, the golden 
spike was probably driven just to the west 
of that structure, December 16, 1906 . While 
the 1912 official lists show the 
Indianapolis Southern Railroad operated 
separately from its parent, by 1913 the 
line was simp l y refered to as the Indiana 
Division consisting of the Indianapolis 
District and the Effingham District . 

The "High Dry" line continues on page 33 . 

Tulip Viaduct . This recently discovered 
rare view shows the start of the famous 
viaduct over Richland Creek Valley loo king 
east in July, 1906. The terrain has 
obviously recently been cleared and 
concrete pylon supports poured. This photo 
supports a number of claims as to when and 
whe re the bridge was started .+ 

Photo: Pomeroy/Baker Collections. 

The Viaduct . Shown here 
under construction in 1906, 
the Tulip Trestle across 
Richland Creek was the 
highest on the line at 157', 
typifing it's ridge running, 
valley "air-line" crossing 
characteristics and earning 
it the nickname "High and 
Dry" . photo: J . C. Meredith 
Collection. + 

The depot and freight house 
drawings on the following 
pages and pages 36 & 37 in 
this issue are a few of the 
hundreds of vellum originals 
that were donated to the 
society by the Illinois 
Central Gulf Rai lroad. You 
will be seeing more like 
these in future issues. 
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ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD . 

INDIANA DIVISION-Continued. 
MATTOON DISTRICT-Continued. 

STATIONS. 

I
Clearance/f ~ 

Pop. L'g1h of Jf ~ 
Sid ·g, ft ~c::" ~c,,...----;-..,--,====.,,---.,.-.,...,.,,--,,,...-,------

No, AGENTS 

2,6001 4,9281 • 8 :.na *Grayv111e• ... ... Ill. IV. ~1. Jonnson 
.. .... .. 4301 .. • · • 217 S Hovey, . ....... Ind. 
... "3·2· • ••• ·a·,1·3· 1· ·c· ·,· : 222190 Hartlein ••• ••• •• •• •• •• 

u * Grirtin. . . . . . . . . . . . H. L. Young 
24 7551. . . . • 223 Barrett .. . ....... . 

290 2,1671w" • 225 *Stewartsville .. ... W. E. Gladville 
860 3,430 DI • 228 *Poseyville+ .. . .... F. A. McGinni■ 

" " ":ii; 
65 

450! .. • 233 S Wendel. .. . ... ... . . 
3, 164I ,.,. • 235 *Martin. . . . . . . . . . . . E. W. )liner 

990i . .. . • 237 * Armstrong .... .... . )lr11. E. IV. ;\liner 
6721 .. . . • 239 Wilcex ... ... ..... . 

23, 7481 WD • 244 Harwood .. . ...... . 

100,jl)5 34.j061 rs "247 *Ev~nsvt.ue+ • • • • • • {Llfv. ~f,~~;~~rir::Tkt. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • ·' • • • • • • Ticket Officel H. L. Timmons, BnJ!. 

NEW HARMONY BRANCH. 
200, 2, 1671wA )BA u I *Stewartsvllle. lud .l tSe.i ~Iattoon Dis1rio1) 

1,3101 6,796, NB • 6 *"P.w Harmony . . . .. E. E . Boyer 

INDIANAPOLIS DISTRICT. 
I I! IV. \Vurd, F rt. 

280,000 2,1671' UN X O *Ind1anapous•.Ind .. H. R. llunin, Tkl.-
... .. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . • Com'I Agt. Office. IV.H.Spencer,Bag.Agt. 

41,297' TD • 2 Yards (Wi.oconsinSt) 
550: .... • 5 S Lenore ............. . 

1,860.... • 7 Gravel Pit .. . ... . .. 
75 2~51 .. .. • R lI t. Perry .......... .. 
291 72l .. . • 12 S *Franre; ..... ... , .. ~iss A. P. Robinson 

.................... : 14 s· Stone's C~ossin& .... .. 
304 4,311 •• 18 * Barger11v11le .. ... . .. C. IV. )!urray 

.. . . . .. . I...... .. . . . . • 20 Etter \\'nter To.nk .. .. 
261 3.52 A • 25 * Anita . . .... . . . ... . R. ~!. Ferris 

1,2751 4,171, a ., • 30 *Morgantown• ... . H. N. Went■ 
. . . . . . . 2,1 00! . ... " 33 D,,u,,lina Track ... . 
.. . . . .. . SOI.... • 34 S Fr..r.it Dale ... .... .. 

2001 1,100,m • 39 *Heimsburg .... .... 1.1.0'Xeill 
601 2,H~V A " 42 *Treviac.. . .. . . . . . . . . E. E . Richardson 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . .. . Shuffle Creek ........ . 
100 2,()43 u • 50 * t.:n:onville ...... . .. C. F. Edwnrds 

11.250! 15.~77j BU • 66 *Bloomlngton• .. . . C.R. Piea,,llnt• ........ I 3.400 . . . . • 60 * Kirby. . . . . . . . . . . . Q. Fer~soo, Tkt. 
200 3.525i rR " 65 *Elwren . .... . . .. ... E . V. Helm• 
1401 3,3S1, so • 70 I *Solsberr:v . .. . ...... R.)l.~fasoo 

. . . . .. .. 2501 .... • 74 s, H elm Switch . .... .. . 
100 3.6001 .... • 78 !*Tulip .............. G. W. Bland, Tkt. 

.. .... .. f 1.150! .... • 82 S, Bloomfield Brk. Yard 
2,069, 5.700 '. eE • 83 I *B loomtleld ........ W. S. Hall 

6501 8,5i21 BM " 90 *Swltz Clty• ....... C. F . );el.son 
• • . . .. .. 73 I .. .. • 92 Si Wiater11 ....... ..... .. 

6 ,006, 6,1001 WN • 96 l*Llnton• . .. . ....... W. T. Pemberton 
25 4,41, CA • 93 SI *Vicrorin ...... .... . 1. H. Scott 

. .. . . .. . 6,7281 .... • 101 SI ·sunflower Mine . . .. . 
2.000 1,160'. <JR • 102 *Dugger+ . ... . .. .. . 1. W. Feldman 

. . .. -.
3
.
50
. . 1.7931. . . . • 103 S Freeman ~line ..... . 

5,5501 cs • 104 Caso .. . ... . .... .. . Joo. Garrett 

.. 6.600 
2001 
6501 
2001 

1.8001 

3.1901. .. • 105 SI Clover Leaf Mine . . . 
3,645 rN • 111 *Sullivan• ........ . 
1.2~ 1 NA • 115 * New Lebanon .. .. . . 
2,562 RO • 120 *~lerom ..... . ..... . 

B. 8. Small 
S. Cumming• 
1. )[. Stone 

7,7701. ... " 121 S, Riverton ... ..... Ind. 
39.376 AS • 124 I * PRlestine ... . . . . Ill. Rnv Wnire 

EFFINGHAM DISTRICT. 
...... "I 2101 ... ·Ix 1~8 s Gordons ...... . . . lll. , 

• • 6,5001 •• i<J,i39 ~: • ~"iai· *:tb1~~o1~~.e.':·::: :1 W. E. Morenou■ 
2621 . ... • 132 S E,itoos . ............ .. 
2151 .. .. " 135 S Hercules ...... ..... ) 

3,H0 s " 136 *Stoy . ..... . ..... .. W. E . Robinson 
~SOI. . . . • 137 S TiJewater ........... . 

2,6 141 .. . • 138 Baker11 Lane .. . ... . 
5.Sx.•I oe • 1~0 * Oblonii:• . . . . . . . . . . . R. ?.!. Dalrymple 
4,25 11 w1 " 147 *Wlllow Hill .... . .. J . H. Hardwick 

75ol . .. . • 150 Creeds .............. . 
4·,2001 Nil • 154 *Newton• ....... .. . R. E. B,iyles 
4.0iol ... . " 160 Lis .. . ....... .... .. 
3.~3slwc • 164 *Wheeler .... ...... . R. E. Billinp 
1.3061 DB • 167 * Diererich... . ...... Z. McCrillis 
3.109 .... • 172 Ever11 .. ......... .. I 

30.930 n • 178 *Emngham• . . . . Ill. (See Illinois Divisiool 

BLOOMINGTON SOUTHERN BRANCH. 
........ . ...... . , .... XA 0 

. . . .. . ~~ ..... ~~,:::: : : 

........ 335 .... : 8 

:::: ::: : :::::::: :::: . r 

Bloomington Sou . 
Junction .. . .. Ind . ................... . ... . 

Cle,ir Creek .................... . ............ . 
Quarry J une.tioo . .. .......... . ...... ... ...... . 
Dodgson ............ . ....... ........ ........ . 
Victor ................. . ....... . .... • .. ••••• •· 
Ene1 or trark. 

ILLrnors CE:'.'l'TRAL RAILROAD. 

INDIANA DIVISION. 

H . 1. ROTH, Superintendent .. ............. . . . ......................... ~fattoon 
J. A. BELL. ~laster Mechanic ....... .. .. . .... . ...... .. . , ........... .. Mat1000 
P. E. ODELL. Train .llnster .. .. . .. ..... ... ...... . .... . . .. .. .... .. ..... ~fottoon 
C. A. KEE:-.E, Chier Train Disp:itcher ............... . . . ............ . . Mattoon 
G. H. DA:-.VERS, Traveling Engineer ......................... ... ... MattoOo 
F. B. ORE'.'f. Road )faster .. . .. . . .. ...... . .... . .... ... . .... . .. . ....... ~fattoon 
J. J. SEKl:IIGER. Supervisor of Brid ~es and Buildings ... ....... Mattoon 
J .C. C~A:-IE. Road Superviso~, Pekin to ~lattoon ... _. . . . ... ..... M!'ttoon 
H. H. COR DIER. Road, uperv1sor, )lattoon to EvansVllle . ... . , .. .... l\e,vton 
1. L. PIFEH. Road Supen •isor, .i:ndi!lnapolis to Bloomfield ......... Bloomington 
T. J. FLYNN, Road Supervisor, Bloomtiel<l to Effingham ............. Palestine 
M. E. YOU);G. Cuiim A~ent ....... . ... . .. . . . . .. .. . ................... ~fattoon 
R. E. DOW:sifNG, Storekeeper .... . ...... . . .. ................ . ........ MattoOn 
J. G. WAR::-fECKE, Storekeeper .. ................................... Centrali■ 
C. F. lll':L D. Suoervisor o{ Si,:nnl• . ....... ......................... .. .. Clinton 
B. R. OLSO::-f, Tra,·eling Aud itor .. . ................. . . . ............... )fatto0n 

PEORIA DISTRICT. 
Olesunce f .!! I I 

Pop. LJ1h of .,O:ij f No. STATIONS. AGENTS. 
Si g, ii. ~ I ,,..,....,.,,--T,~~~-~-------1- -,-1----s---------i[J. II'. 5Iurphy, Jt. A~L. 

tS. F. Haskins. Tkt. 
88,S95 . ..... . , n, B O *Peorta• . .... . . . 111. ·[G . . \. :';mith. City 

.• • . . . . . . . .. • . . 1 OA '" Frei~ht. .-\ g:C?nt 
1 0. C. Alford. Bag. Agi . 

. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1 BJ 1 Brid~e Juno . ..... .. 
11,100 11,0;5 ro • 9 *Pektn• .. .. .. ...... L. E. Selby. Joint A~. 

f)li.;; E,·a Allen. Tkt. 
2,3S0 . ... • 14 S * South Pekin . ...... . 1 A~t. 

25 Sand Prairie . . . ... . 
,IV .. \. \\'ct rope, Jt. A~t. 

:::::J 
015 .... 1 • 16 3,209 WY • 21 *Green Valley ... . . W.F.Bartoa 

1,3,)0 
525 
311 

3,170 .. .. " 22 
2.10 . .. . • 24 

I.SIS DO j " 26 
3.50<l .\10 ' • 32 
4,495 08 • 36 

751 " 41 
... .. . . . •• · . . . . . JN 

Herget . .......... . 
S Holmes Switch .... . .. 

*Delavan• ....... . . 
*Emden . ... .. .. ... . 
*Hartsburg .. •..... . 

Bell ..... . • ........ 
Lincoln Tower .... . 

IV. E. Whitson 
IV. F. Hotfmaa 
A.H. Turner 

11,soo umo .... " 44 
1,245 . " 49 

*Lincoln+. .. ...... (See Springfield Div.) 
Chestervale .. ..... . 

1,511 6,C50 E " 65 
.•..... . . ••••. . . • M.I " 

*Mt. Pulaskl+..... (See Sprin1field DiT.) 
~It. Pulllllki Tower .. 

423 .. . " 69 
,,279 BY • 62 

766 . . " 66 

S * Narita ........•.... Joe Fuhr, Ticket 
*Latham ... . .. ... .. B. B. Knight 

Heman ... ....... . . 
51l3 3.327 wa • 68 

24 1.053 .. .. " 72 

31,140 ... 1~:~~71 ~! : i~ 
llil· ::. : ~g 

*Warrensburg .. ... . . 
*Bear11dale ......... . 
*Decatur• . . . .... . . 

Decatur Junction .. . 
Suffren ........... . 
Turpin . .. . ....... . 

J. P. Wharton 
J . B. Gulick 
(See Sprin&field DiT.) 

1,435' YO • 85 
7811 J " 87 
2561 ... " 88 

* ~It. Zion . ..... . .... L. 1. Hendrickson 
*Hervey Clty . ... . . H . H. Hood 

S Hi~ht ...... ..... . . 
4:5 2.842) DA • 91 * Dalton City ..... ... ]. B. Weems 
992 3. 7-12. NT • 97 *Bethany ...... . .. . . J. W. ~lah&n 

2,S,;gl 
777 " 100 Dunn .. ....... . . . 

2~5 
10,127. :o, • 104 
1,197, -' " 110 

JrSulUV&Il+ . ... .. , .. 
*Allenville ...... . .. •. 

]. I. Wrizht 
H. E. W ern,ing 
C. D. Rowland 75 1,3301 • 113 * Coles .... . . ..... . . . 

550, " 116 S Lipsey ........... . . 

: : it•~~;,, 29·::1 ~ 
4001 . 

•••• • ioi S,5971 .u 
2.\0: 676f JS 

; .', I 2.9541 
930, 1.486 YR 

• • .. • ., I 2.030 
1,425 1,6861 BF 

. ....... , ........ ," 

. . . . . .. . 2.4111. .. . 
li0 2,7951 RD 
350 755 RB 

261 2.415 . . 
2,1081 6.6281 NE 

.'>01 3.1241 
3.'.iO 1,0241 w 250 627 DU 

... ... .. 140 .... 

.. ~•~0 . . . ::~'.I J0R 

272 3, 1531 CB 

•• • '475 ~~4 ·eo 
1,100 2,S03 S T 

650 1.2~ RN 

6!:5 2,6001 BN 

. .. .. ~~O IC 

MATTOON DISTRICT. 
B 119 ,it-Mattoon• . .... . Ill.I , See lllin . n· .. 

.. Dispatchers I ots ivuioo 
S Jones . . . . . .... . .. . 
S Newby .. . ........... . 

*Lerna• . .. . ... . .. . 
*.Janesville ....... .. . 
* Bradbury ........ . 
*Toledo ... . .. .... ... . 

Norviel. ... ... .... . 

N. S. Stilh,·ell 
H . G. Burge 
J . T. Simerly 
C. C. Webb 

" 122 
" 123 
" 126 
" 130 
" 133 
• 137 
"140 
"142 *Greenup• ... ...... W. W. Rothrocl< 

.. • .. Tower. 
• 143 Dees . . ..... ...... . 
• 148 ·*Hidal~o . ......... . 
• 152 *Rose Hill .. ..... . . . 
• 155 *F11lmouth ......... . 
• 160 *Newton• ..... . . . . . 
• 165 *Boos . ........... . . 
• 171 *West Liberty .... . 
" 172 * Dundas .... ... . ... . 
• 176 S Johnathan .... .. .. . 

R. Hockinc 
E. Coweill 
R. A. Kibler 
R. E . Bayles 
1. IV. Land 
)!. I. Poul too 
L. H . Arthur 

• 179 *Olney+ . . . . . . ..... J.B. Ryan 

• ; • i 85 •••• ~;,fi,~~ ~: :'. '. ~~~~r.': S. Bartley 
• 188 S Simpson's ........... . 
• 190 *Parkersburg ...... . . 
" 195 *West Salem .... ... . 
• 200 *Bone Gap .. .... .. . . 
• 205 *Browns .. ..... .. . . 
• 209 S Sei~ert ..... . .... . . 

Grayville Tower ... . 

B. F. Riley 
J. W. Jones -
IV. A. llcCluro 
H.P. Steffen• 
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#472 . A Brooks portrait in November of 18 95 serves as a reminder of how these Mogul types 
looked at the turn of the century . The Belpaire - fired #472 was assigned to the Indiana 
Division unti l sold in 1929, so far as known . Alco Historic Photo Author ' s Collection . 

#940 . From the same lot as ISRR #91 - 95 (Brooks 1894) #940 presents a classic late 
nineteenth century look in this builders photo . It undoubtedly ranged to and from between 
Effingham and Indianapolis with a two to four car consist . This engine became #1940 and 
then #4940 and was retired in 1928 . Alco Historic Photo, Author's Collection . 

~1 76 , an IC ry •ilt examp le of 1885, this locomotive started out as #254 and was found on 
the INDY line about 1912 . M. D. Mccarter photo, Author ' s Collection . 

GREEN DIAMOND PAGE 26 



FREIGHT HOUSE 
FOR 

INDIANAPOLIS SOUTHERN RY. 
AT 

BLOOMINGTON INDIANA 

111, 1qli1,l•1 I ,I 1111 

I 111111, 11111:,1 l1l111i
1
, 

I I ill 1
1 

11,111 •I I 11111111 

11111'1 ,I 

I I i' ,I 

1111111111 11111 I 1111 11111111 II, 111 Ii• 111, 

111,1!
1
1 1111111111' 11

1
111

1
11 

1111
1
1
1
1!
1 

I I 'I 
1111

1 
I 

1111 11 11 I I, 

~: 

~ ,_~-
---- --·--·--·--·----·--··--·--·----·-·-·--

TRACK .5/0 . 

..STR 



]33,---------~)------✓-CAA~T,<N-,,_.RD CDM-PO,,T✓CN-AOO.-- ----+-+-□ - - - -
I 111 111111 I lljl 11111111111 1 1q1 1111 ,1 11lq 

11111111 
11111,i'' 

1111111 l11ii11,
11

111, 

. II I I 
. o -- _ _.. , 

.,.. ,,.,. ;< - -- - · , ..,. 

---· 
E eLeVAT/ON 

EET EI..E.VAT/ bN . 



kFI 

_, 

~ 
~ 

-

\ - ~ 

~ 
,_,__ 

'- '-I-

,_ ,__ 

FREIGHT HOUSE 
AT 

INDIANAPOLIS INDIANA 
INDIANAPOLIS SOUTHERN RY. 

-----:i -
f-

I 

-

' - ~ 

~!=!c= 

._.___ 

I->- I-

1--~I-

• • .• 

-
-

l->-1-

ffOL Ll,l"fC JT~LJ. .3/'14'TTl!A' , 

. . .. 
• • • 

""- _J - • 

f -
I 

I 
I 

j 

E 

H -
) - I - ~ 

.. ._w w, ,.. PO w ) roitw w 1 .. c,o w 

I 

• • • • 

'fOLL IIVC srErL :,Nvrrz,r 

~ 

Ii 

• • • 



-
- '7 - '7 

---

® ® 

I

• "°' "N• .>TE/EL ~HVTTIER - ao • . , 
'I Ii' I - ·-------- --' 

• • . ' • . • • . : - . 

t-) 

I -
I I I 

- - - M -
~) 

I - ' I - ) I - ) - ) I - 7 I ./ <=-, 

I 
------ --- ,.--e--,.-- ---

--- --- ---
= ... -

-e--- _,_,__ 

---
~'='= 

=] 
ollw 1"11 .. oow Ne.W ..,.,,..ow .... .., ... , .. oow N .. "" .., , .,.DON &W W\ NOO W . 

-~ • • ,. • • • • • • 
~ I --
== I 
-- j 

lff;ll,.4. l l?t; 3 TLJC.1. $HV T T £K. l"'relLJ..IIVC .,T~E.J. Sl'll/T TJ!~ . M , 
~ 

1--J I 
I 

I - .. . .. . . . 
• • • • • • • • 

T. ,.l ., : I 



® 

' 1 22 COIT {;RL , 1/f~M . 

• • • 

~-,: 
CONTINUOUS 

• I 

DO 

. .. 

._..__ . 
, I": ... , 

I 



INDIANAPOLIS 

-
I ) 

---

~NDIANAPOLIS SOU TH ERN FREIGHT DEPOT 

NORTH ELEVATION 

A-We All WA?dow ~ .HM".'<eq ,X 
n, t:,c ~,n~,:d Nhl t.c 011 ln­
~do. 

BLOOMINGTON 



#5065. This handsome ten - wheeler reportedly hauled the last scheduled passenger 
of Indianapolis, February 28, 1945 . Train 333, the Abe Martin Special. Acquired 
as Alabama & Vicksburg 2nd #408 (Blt by Baldwin 1907) , nee N. O. & N.E. #292 . 

run out 
in 1926 

photo : Author ' s Collection . 

#484 . This long lived (Blt by Brooks 1895, scrapped 1951) Mogul was seen in many 
locations throughout IC Territory . It is shown here at Dodgeville, WI in 1948 . From 1911 
until the thirties this engine worked the Indianapolis line . photo: Author's Collection . 
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#2296. Originally I. & I . S. ten-wheeler #40 built in 1898 by Brooks, this is the only 
known survivor acquired in 1899 with St . L. I . & E. and the I . & I .. The other three 
engines were former Pensy Gla and G-2 types . The Indiana and Illinois Southern (#2) was 
bankrupt by 1890 after the switch to standard gauge in 1887. 

c. w. Whitbeck photo - Author ' s Collection . 

IC #477 with a typical side door caboose at the Palestine yard in 1911. The engine was 
built by Alco-Brooks in 1895, and was eventually scrapped in 1935 . The crew consisted of : 
(Left to Right) Conductor Wolcott, Flagman Cliner, Brakeman "H . O." Martin, Engineer 
Bruner, and Fireman Delay. photo: Collection of David Hughes . 
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"THE NARROW GAUGE" 

Narrow Gauge doctrine held 
essentially that great 
economies could be gained 
through the use of smaller, 
lighter weight equipment 
(relative to cargo) on 
sharper curves and steeper 
grades. Like many movements 
in the 19th century, this 
one began in Europe in 
1862-1864 while the 
Americans were 
their Civil Warr 

fighting 
But it 

wasn't until two Englishmen, 
Fairlie and Spooner, 
delivered a paper in 1870 
publicizing a narrow gauge 
railway serving a quarrying 
district in Wales, that the 
idea took off., 

Two schools of thought arose 
regarding the "Narrow 
Gauge". One stated that a 
narrow gauge road was best 
used to extract minerals in 
areas where the standard 
lines could not justify the 
high initial capital 
investment. The other group 
thought that a system of 
narrow gauge trunk lines 
should go into competition 
directly with the regular 
steam railroads of the time. 
Thus after the Civil War 
many great and grand trunk 
line schemes came into being 
as "plans"r A patch-work of 
companies sprang up and 
actively solicited local 
communities, especially 
those not served by any 
railroads, all in the name 
of local developementr By 
actively seeking funds for 
local narrow gauge railroad 
developement, these entre­
preneurs may have un­
consciously helped achieve 
the great east - west narrow 
gauge trunk line. 

While the foregoing may 
suffer from gross 
oversimplification, it is 
meant to show the setting 
into which the Springfield, 

LOCOMOTIVES of the INDIANAPOLIS SOUTHERN RAOILROAD COMPANY 

Source: ICRR Official List of Equipment May 1, 1909 

TYPE CYLINDERS # SERIES DR .. WEIGHT TOTAL 
Consolidation 22x30 #1 - #8 63 II 203,500# 8 
Mogul 18x24 #71-#77 5 6 .. 5 II 86,000# 7 
8 Wheel 18x24 #91-"# 9 5 69 II 118,800# 5 

TABLE 1.-
I SRR CONSOLIDATION NUMBERING & DISPOSITION 

Source: Railway and Locomotive Historical 
Railroad History #140 

Society 

ISRR Re# 
NO.. 1912 

Rblt 
11-23 

Re# Re# Disposition 
7-37 5-42 

#1 2/793 SC 1935 
#2 2/794 3760 850 SC 1949 
#3 2/7 95 3795 3766 SC 1955 (2-8-2) 
#4 796 SC 7-'35 
#5 797 Sold 3-'28 B& T 
#6 798 3761 851 Sold 8-'47 B&Z Coal 
#7 799 SC 6-'35 
#8 800 SC 7-'26 

TABLE 2. 
ISRR MOGUL 2-6-0 TYPE NUMBERING & DISPOSITION 

Original #220, 232-237, Blt IC shops 10-'81 (#220), 6-'84 
to 9-'84 (#232-#237) 

ICRR Re# Re# ISRR Re# DISPOSITION 
NO .. 1890 1903 NO .. 1915 

#220 755 1755 71 SC 6-'14 
#232 756 1756 72 SC 3- I 14 
#233 757 1757 73 SC 3- I 14 
#234 758 1758 74 SC 3- I 14 
#235 759 1759 75 2759 Sold 6-'20 
#236 760 1760 76 2760 Sold 3- I 16 
#237 761 1761 77 SC 5-'14 

Table 3 .. 
ISRR 8 WHEEL TYPE NUMBERING & DISPOSITION 

Original IC #943-#947 Blt by BROOKS 11-'94 sin #2481 -
#2485 

ICRR Re# ISRR Re# DISPOSITION 
NO, .. 1906 1906 1921 

#943 1943 91 4943 Rt 3-'28 
#944 1944 92 4944 Rt 10-'29 
#945 1945 93 4945 Rt 6-'35 
#946 1946 94 4946 Rt 3-'28 
#947 1947 95 4947 Rt 5-'35 

(Al l were Renumbered back to #1943-#1947 in 1908-1909) 
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Effingham and Southeastern now came~ 
Chartered March 10, 1869, the SE & SE was 
planned to run between it's namesake cities 
through Pana, Illinois to the Wabash Riverr 
It would link up with another unit of the 
Cincinnati-Str Louis Straight Line (CSLSL) 
which was part of the "East and West RR" 
grand plan for a string of narrow gauge 
lines all the way to the nation's capital. 

The Civil War had interrupted plans made in 
the late 1850's and 1860's to link the 
Mississippi River with eastern cities. (It 
must be remembered that rivers of the 
Ohio-Mississippi basin played a key role in 
the movement of commodities and goods from 
the north to south and east 
to westr) In 1859 the 

identified by old time I & IS employees as 
being seen stenciled on freight cars around 
Newton and Oblong Illinois. Also, it was 
confirmed that such a firm was incorporated 
in Illinois in 1877r Most likely it was a 
construction company that built a segment 
of the line east of Effinghamr 

Although Carlton Corliss mentions the 
Cincinnati, Effingham & Quincy (CE&Q) as a 
sucessor to the SE & SE, this appears to be 
in doubt. That it was a predecessor line is 
more likely, since the promoters of the SE 
& SE first formed the CE&Q as a 
construction company. Land disputes, 
defaults, unpaid bills and the like are a 

Illinois Central 
lines (Illinois) had 

charter 
barely 

EQUIP MENT of the INDIANAPOLIS SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY 

been completed, and the war 
delayed for ten years any 
thoughts of internal or 
westward expansion. 

Although there is evidence 
that work on the SE & SE had 
started around Pana Illinois 
in 1873 or 1874, it was not 
until 1875 that work 
commenced in earnst to 
construct a railway east of 
Effingham, Illinois to the 
Wabash River on the 
Illinois-Indiana border. The 
Panic of 1873 not only 
delayed the start of the 
line, but plans to build to 
Springfield evaporatedr The 
Springfield, Effingham and 
Quincy (SE&Q) may have been 
mistakenly called out as a 
successor to the SE & SE 
line, but so far as known, 
no evidence is available to 
suggest that it did or did 
not existr If it existed at 
all it was most likely what 
we would call a marketing 
firm-- That is, salesmen went 
out into the countryside 
and, like a traveling snake 
oil show, collected monies 
from the public to 
"guarantee" developement 
with a return on investment. 

The Quincy, Payson & 
Southeastern (QP&SE) is a 
different case since it was 

GREEN DIAMOND PAGE 34 

Source: ICRR Official List of Equipment May 1, 1909 

PASSENGER CARS 

TYPE # SERIES Total 
Baggage & Express 103, 104 2 
Mail & Express 51, 52 2 
Coaches 201- 208 8 

FREIGHT CARS 

TYPE I /LGTH CAPY # SERIES TOTAL 
Box Cars 3Q I 6 11 40T 1-3000 98 
Gondolas 4Q I 4 11 SOT 3001-8000 400 
Flat Cars 40' l" SOT 8001-9000 200 
Caboose Misc 10001-10015 15 

Although obviously of I.e. design, this caboose, seen at 
the cut just west of the passenger depot, is lettered for 
the Indianapolis Southern. (1907) 

W.E. Showers photo Author's Collection. 



matter of record in the law court 
of many Southern Illinois counties. 

records 

At any rate, the remainder of the line from 
Effingham to the Indiana state line was in 
place and operating by 1880 up to the banks 
of the Wabash~ The entire 57 mile line was 
open for business . The railway was of the 
cheapest construction possible for a 3 foot 
gauge. Rails were 35 to 40 pounds per yard 
in weight and probably of well worn iron .. 
Grading was typical of narrow gauge 
"standards", with dirt ballast, no cuts or 
fills, with rails laid on untreated ties .. 
Uneven terrain with steep grades apparently 
persists to this day along the "razorback". 

Meanwhile, in the same year as the SE & 
SE 's completion, (1880) 31 miles of 
additional narrow gauge line was built from 
Sw itz City, Indiana, westward to the 
Illinois line on the east bank of the 
Wabash . This was the Bloomfield Railroad 
(BRR) and was the first I .. C. predecessor 
line in Indiana .. It was chartered on 
October 10, 1874., 

The Bedford, Springville, Owensburg and 
Bloomfield Railroad (BSO&B), built the 
remaining six miles of line to Bloomfield . 
This was to be a part of the link eastward 
to Cincinnati in the great narrow gauge 

plan . The 
Bloomfield 

BSO&B became the Bedford 
Railroad (B&B) in 1883, 

and 
and 

eventually bacame a part of the Monon 
Route . 

Altogether, this narrow gauge empire formed 
an impressive link in the chain of the 
great East & West narrow gauge plan .. 
Connectable properties existed at this time 
across parts of Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, 
and Pennsylvania~ 

In 1880, with the completion of the SE & SE 
and BRR, all that remained was to bridge 
the Wabash . This was done, but the bridge 
collapsed in the winter of 1880 - 1881., Thus 
the two main segments of the SE & SE were 
again isolated . Late in 1878 the SE & SE 
went bankrupt and was held by the receivers 
until the end of 1882. 

On January 27, 1883, the Indiana & Illinois 
Southern Railway (I&IS) was formed from the 
remnants of the old SE & SE in Illinois. 
Three years later, the I&IS Railroad was 
chartered (May 12, 1886) and proceeded 
about the task of building substantial 
bridges across the Wabash and Embarass 
Rivers . It also took on the rebuildin g of 
the Bloomfield line ( BRR ) into Switz City. 
Finally in 1887, the entire 87 mile len gth 
of the line to Effingham was standard 

#458 , Early Indianapolis Southern Moguls #71-77 (renumbered from IC 1755-61 in 1906) were 
scrapped by 1914 when this engine and many others like her were used on the Indiana 
Division. This Rogers product of 1894 was so sturdy and adaptable that it lasted until 
1949, photo: Authors Collection . 
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gauged- While the Illinois line merely had 
its track widened to standard gauge on 
existing ties, the Indiana side undertook 
work on a grander scale~ Extensive land was 
bought and the right of way was realligned 
and regraded to more modern standards. This 
is the line as it is known today~ 

The financial structure of the old I & IS 
( known as the "n -.. g ... ") col 1 apsed under the 
burden of heavy capital expenditures, and 
on February 6, 1890, formed two companies 
representing the interests of the bond 
holders: The Str Louis, Indianapolis & 
Eastern Ra i 1 Ro ad of I 11 in o i s and the St ... 
Louis, Indianapolis & Eastern Rail Road of 
Indianar Just six days later, the St~ Louis 
Indianapolis & Eastern Railroad was 
incorporated ~ Despite a reduced debt, and 
lowered fixed charges, by 1895 the property 
was again in sad shaper By 1898, business 
results were dismalr However, this time the 
Illinois Central was waiting on the 
courthouse stepsr Effective control was 
g a i n e d o f t h e S T ,.. L I & E o n N o v em b e r 1 5 , 1 8 9 9 .. , 
Foreclosures were made and two companies 
were again formed to convey controlr The 
Indiana & Western Railroad received those 
properties in Indiana, while the Illinois & 
Eastern Railroad received the Illinois 
properties of the former StLI&E. Then on 
December 23, 1899, a scant five weeks 
after the split, the two corporations were 
consoliidated as the Illinois and Indiana 
Ra i 1 Ro ad ,., 

Not mentioned in passing through 15 years 
of the I&IS's checkered existence, was that 
in 1886 the narrow gauge movement peaked in 
terms of tonnage, and total mileage in the 

U .,s. .. The SE & SE and i ts successors, even 
though converted to standard gauge, were 
victims in a sense, of the heritage of 
fallacious assumption that narrow gauge 
railways were more profitable from the 
standpoint of economy of operation, 
maintenance, and return on investment. 
After more than thirty years in and out of 
the bankruptcy courts, and after perhaps as 
many as thirteen corporate identities, the 
western portion of what was to become the 
"HI-Dry" was complete,., 

During the 1890's and early into the 
twentieth century, the Illinois Central 
Railroad underwent a vital period of 
expansion, consolidation, and physical 
improvement~ Controlled as it was from New 
York, and still substantialy owned by 
British interests, the L •. c,., made careful 
and deliberate decisions about what was in 
its best interest .. The tiny slim gauge line 
extending into the coal fields of 
southwestern Indiana, and later as a 
standard gauge line to the principal 
metropolis of that state, fit very well in 
the I ~C.'s plan to create a traffic flow 
from east to west into the north-south 
Mainline of Mid-Americaw 

In a future article, material will be 
presented on the operation of the Hi-Dry 
line from 1911 to the present. Also, as 
additional information becomes available, 
the line from Peoria to Evansville (the 
Peoria, Decatur, & Evansville), and from 
LeRoy through Rantoul to West Lebanon, 
Indiana will be covered. Help is urgently 
needed if these projects are to succeed, 
especially in the area of photographs .. 

THE ILLINOIS CENTRAL IN INDIANA 

BRR 

BSRD 

B& B 

BSO&B 

Predecessor Lines of the Indianapolis Southern Railroad 

Bloomfield Railroad, incorporated Oct. 10, 1874. Controlled by SE & SE from 
1878 to 1886. Purchased by I&IS in 1886. Constructed 1880 (narrow gauge). 

Bloomington Southern Railroad. Constructed by ISRR beginning in 1907. 
completed 1914 by ICRR. 

Bedford and Bloomfield Railroad, formed 1883 from BSO&B. Became the B&B 
branch of the Monon (L.N.A.& C.) in 1886 and operated as a narrow gauge 
railway. Trackage rights obtained from ISRy, 1902-1927. Not a predecessor 
line. (Standard gauged 1887) 

Bedford, Springville, Owensburg & Bloomfield Rail Road, incorporated 1874 and 
constructed 1877 (narrow gauge). Retained a nominal interest in the BRR. 
Not an IC predecessor line. 
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C.E.& Q. 

CSLSL 

I&E 

I&W 

I & I 

I&ISRy 

I&ISRR 

ISRy 

ISRR 

ISRD 

INRD 

QP&SE 

SE&Q 

THE ILLINOIS CENTRAL IN INDIANA 

Predecessor Lines of the Indianapolis Southern Railroad 

Cincinnati, Effingham & Quincy Construction Company, formed c. 1875 to buy 
land and construct the SE & SE. 

Cincinnati-St. Louis Straight Line, c. 1872. The East & West RR narrow gauge 
trunk line developed after the Civil War as a grand plan to use narrow gauge 
railways to connect Washington D.C. with the Mississippi River variously at 
Quincy, Illinois or St. Louis. 

Illinois & Eastern Railroad, incorporated Nov. 15 1899, to sort out financial 
arrangements as a result of foreclosure on St. L.I.& E .. Formed the Illinois 
portion of the I&I. 

Indiana & Western Railroad, incorporated Nov. 15, 1899 to represent Indiana 
interests after foreclosure on the St. L.I.& E .. Formed the Indiana portion 
of the I&I. 

Illinois and Indiana Rail Road, incorporated Dec. 23, 1899, from I&E and I&W 
which had assumed the assets of the defunct St. L.I.& E .. Immediate 
predecessor of the western portion of the ISRR. 

Indiana and Illinois Southern Railway, incorporated Jan. 27, 1883, 
to take over the assets and obligations of the SE&SE, in receivership since 
1878. Refered to as the "Narrow Gauge". 

Indiana and Illinois Southern Railroad, chartered May 12, 1886, to 
combine first I&IS with BRR, which had been controlled by SE&SE since 1878. 
Undertook standard gauging operations throughout 1887, reconstructing BRR in 
the process. Fell into bankruptcy by 1890. 

Indianapolis Southern Railway, incorporated Sept. 15, 1899. Constructed 
1903-04. Immediate predecessor to the eastern portion of the "High and Dry" 
of the ISRR. 

Indianapolis Southern Railroad, incorporated June 28, 1906. Absorbed 
interests of the ISRy and I&I .. Began construction of BSRR in 1907 (completed 
1906) and was conveyed to the Illinois Central via foreclosure sale May 6, 
19llr Retained independent management until absorbed at the end of 1912. The 
official date of the ICRR takeover is May 22, 1911. 

Indiana Stone Rail Road, formed 1898, and constructed 1899 for the LNA&C 
(Monon)., Became part of the Monon mainline between Bedford and Bloomington. 
BSRR paralleled it on the west to reach stone quarries and a mill. (refered 
to by some as ISRR) 

Indiana Rail Road. Ultimate successor to the line from Sullivan Indiana to 
Indianapolis and the BSRR .. Obtained trackage rights from ICG as far as 
Palestine, Illinois~ Formed Dec. 1985, began service March 18, 1986. 

Quincy, Payson & Southeastern, chartered May 4, 1877. Most li kely a 
construction company that worked under contract for the SE&SE in 1878. Not 
considered a predecessor to it. 

Springfield, Effingham and Quincy. Although references are made to this 
company in connection with the SE&SE. It was probably a construction firm 
formed to build a segment of the narrow gauge SE&SEr 
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SE&SE Springfield, Effingham and Southeastern Railroad, chartered March 10, 1869. 
Constructed 1875-77 .. Obtained control of BRR and an interest in BRRD in 1878. 
Fell into receivership in 1878 and became part of I&IS (#1) in 1883. 
Considered the original predecessor to the ISRR and was refered to (with 
I&IS) as the "Narrow Gauge" . 

St .L.I ~& E. St . Louis, Indianapolis and Eastern Rail Road of Illinois, formed Feb. 6, 
of Ill . 1890, to assume control of the western property of the I&IS . 

St .L.I..& E .. St . Louis, Indianapolis and Eastern Rai l Road of Indiana, formed Feb. 6, 
of Ind. 1890, to assume control of the eastern property of the I&IS. 

St . LMir& E. St . Louis, Indianapolis & Eastern Railroad, incorporated Feb . 11, 1890 to 
reform I&IS (#2) under more or less complete control of the Illinois Central. 
Became I&I in 1890 . 

A rider car and traveling yard office parked at Bloomington Ind., in 1958 could pass for 
original ISRR equipment , Photo by R. K. Dillon . 
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ILLINOIS CENTRAL CABOOSES 

IC #17 Railway Test Car - The Central Route IC diamond logo dates this photo before 
1896 . ICRR photo. 
Mr . L. Stanley Norman photographed IC 98220 on Jan . 5, 1939 at Fulton Ky . The bay window 
makes this an unusual IC caboose. photo Jim Kubiak collection. 
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More than 100 of these outs i de br aced 30 ' te r mi na l cabooses 
f or t i es and ear l y f i ft i es by t he IC . These cabooses we r e t he 
po r ches on the e nds , simi l ar to the mode r n wi de vision des i gns 
ex t e nded po rc hes we r e used to make i t safer f or c rewme n to hoop 
wi thout having to stand on the cabo ose steps . Some of these 
rebui l t with steel sheathing and a few lasted into the I CG era . 

1Yr,111 D111L.r /~8 /~,f.!J /950 1951 /949 
IC,U SEtflE.f 8000 - ~0ZO ao21- ,sos o 805/-c!JO;J() ~091 - d l/5 C~IW. .3r<i 
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were bu i lt in the l ate 
first wi th the extended 
bui l t in the 1960 ' s . The 
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28' baggage cabooses, also known as head 
end cabooses, were used for LCL shippments 
and on local trains so the conductor could 
work from either end of the train while 
switching. The basic IC four window 28 ' 
design is apparent on these two cars, with 
baggage doors and side doors added . 

Opposite page - Three 36 ' IC cabooses . Th e 
9656 with a side door - listed as a Drovers 
caboose in 1947. The 9686 was listed as the 
only 36' baggage caboose, and 9650 is 
stenciled as a banana messenger caboose, 
used on banana trains . 

photo above and three photos on page 45 Jerry Carson . 
Photo below shows a 28' baggage caboose on a local train in October 1957 at Herscher 
IL. R. Buckmaster photo. Wm . Raia collection . 
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The 28' steel underframe wood sheathed 
caboose that was an I.e. standard caboose 
for many years is shown in some of it's 
variations on these pages. Hundreds of 
these cars were built over the years (see 
chart page 51) A few were built without the 
cupolas, (ICHS 1986 calendar - June photo) 
and there were other variations that seem 
to have been applied at random as 
particular situations arose. The minor 
variations include single or double cuploa 
side windows, and two pane and four pane 
windows in the main car side windows. 
Cabooses assigned to the Iowa division seem 

to have had the most variation in design. 
There were usually no side doors in 
cabooses operating in the state of Iowa due 
to Iowa law. However the IC Iowa Division 
included trackage in Illinois, Minnesota, 
South Dakota and Nebraska as well as Iowa. 
Some side door cabooses were assigned to 
the Iowa Division. (see photo page 48) On 
these cars the side doors may have been 
made inoperable to conform to the Iowa 
requirements. These Iowa division cabooses 
also show a good deal of variety in the 
number of side windows in the cars. 

page 46 top photo - Champaign IL 1937 J. Buckley photo. Wm. Raia collection. 
page 46 bottom photo & page 47 photos Jerry Carson. 
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Iowa Division cabooses . Most of the 9100, 9200, & 9300 se r ies cabooses were built in 19 23 
(see chart on page 51) both photos Jerry Carson . 

--
-

l 

-· 
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NTRIL 

#9757 shown i n 1969 with the IC split ra i l paint scheme 
lettering, and white on black split rail . 

orange carbody, black 
photo J . R. Quinn . 

The 28 ' stee l side door caboose became the 
standard IC caboose in the 195O ' s until the 
wide vision design of 1966 . The basic 4 
window design of the wooden cabooses was 
retai ned . Many of the wood sheathed 
cabooses were rebuilt into steel cabooses . 
Mode l ers note: Four IC cabooses have been 
produced in brass in H.O . scale . The wood 
sheathed side door caboose has been done 

three times, most recently by PFM . Overland 
models made the terminal caboose in the 
wood outside braced version (OSB) a few 
years ago . Hallmark produced a model of the 
steel side door caboose , and a model of the 
modern extended vision car has also been 
produced . In futu r e issues we wi l l have 
modeling articles on these and other IC 
cabooses . 

.9..900 - 9999 
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1-1_6_t>._~_~Y._~_'R_J __ +-9_65'0 - 96,56 I.C.,U. 1,/9~9 t"ENr,f/lLIA - - T4l6 5ff'tf9 BETT. 

l88/llr'/INlfME.J.J. 51670 -9671! I.C.R.R, - - BETT 

I.CR..f. /!UO ff/YIKl1Llli -

3b /lil[j(j_ C/lKOOSE 968 6 LC.RR /940 CEll1MLIA -

Zf!J'C/IBOOSE 9700-3899 zr;, I.Df.l . l9JJ-~ lt'ENr.R8U/I -

28STL .C/tBOOS£ 9950- 9.9..9.!J 27 /,C,,f. l . /95/ CEN/RALIA -

3o'S"s-rJ. 'f{;;SO-<tb'i't 
3o'S" 5'TJ. 

The 9650 series wide vision cabooses were 
first built in 1966, with another group 
built in 1968 (9500-9549). Use of the new 
split rail emblem started in 19 67 , so the 
9650 series cars wore red caboose colors 
for a year or until they were repainted. 
The 9500 series cars were delivered in the 
new orange split rail paint scheme. 

HZ/8 
ES~/ 

07209 

f1S8 7~ lfi.5i::84- Ben: - 1-!JlZO 

.f97ZO 

SHo, 

The chart above was copied from a 1952 
equipment diagram book. If anyone has 
additional information on J.C. Cabooses, or 
photos of unusual or very old cabooses we 
would like to publish them in the magazine. 

Top photo on page 50 - ICRR Bott om photo Tom Grant. 
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EVOLUTION OF I.C.R.R. SYMBOL 

1851-1883 

1936-1950 

1883-1896 

ILLINDIS CENTRAL 

1950-1966 

1896-1923 • 
ILLINOIS CENTRAL 

1966-1972 

1923-1936 



ILLINOIS CENTRAL FREIGHT CARS 
The four I.e. freight cars shown on these pages are all currently availabl e for sale in 
our H.O. sca le special run car series. The coil car shown below is this years "modern 
e ra" I.e. car. (Walthers car) The 50 1 insulated box car on th e next page is la st years 
car and we have a few le ft . (Athearn) The 34 1 hopper cars shown in black and the 
experime nta l aluminum car s are this years "older" car. (Walthers cars) An order form was 
included with this Issue of the magazine. Order cars fr om: 

David Daisy 
746 North Bru ns Lane Apt A. 

Sp ringfiel d IL. 62 702 

I 
CUSIIIOII llllBlfRlllf 

ILL1NOIS CENTRAL 
CUSltlOH UNDERFRAME 

ILLINOl·s CENTRAL 

- - - - ... "" . 

IC Coil steel car. Hedrich - Blessing photo I CR R. 

CAii! NO' S . 1~7275 · -, ,z-,-, I 
97275--97299 Bull ... T ~ y I EVAN!5 I 

"Ye.AR eu11 ... T I 1q(o7 I 

-- so~,-0 V£1i1E. E N C A....ic::.L•- ANO SIOC SIL~'5 
NOTE" ' 

-- CAA:5 TO ACCOMMOOO.TE 
STECL COILS F"IEOM 30 " - - 48•-o" 1NSIO£ ENO BEAMS 10 84" IN DIA . 

?3'. 4 ' CLCAl't COIL LE:IJG,i~ ,~· 23
,_4 CLEAIZ. COIL LE'NGoTH 

. n . fl' - j' ' 

JI JI j ll 
w 

~ 
-- -K ~ ... 

""r ij L.llj ~ ~ ill 
111_, 

. . . - - - - - 12 ~i '. 
~ ' 

·-•~ ' I'--.: t "' ', ; :--.. 
- ,__ -~I~' --~ __ ./n - / --... - =~n~ 
t- ) ' \_ ; ) 3"" WMltltLS ~+~;-I(+~ ~r ,u- I 

tc•f- t2" CZOLLClll. Bir.Ca. j r-7:4- :~~~ 

t--5'· 10 ~ 40•-~ ' TIZUC1£ Cf:NTl:laS .._ EXTR.EMC 
'WIDTH 

--ss·-o· OVEIZ 5T21KE'oatS 

57:a • INSIDE' KNUCKLE'S 

GENEoatAL AIZ.tZC.' i 011:c. r 1q65 TRUCK MouNTEO 6RAl£E5 100 T 48~0 .. COi L CA12 
Trz.UC"-S • IQOT 5 ·2· A " NYCOPAc" 
BOLSiEII! Trauc"-. SPC. . TIZAVCL.. - 2 1/z" <o MOV ABLE )(-M£MB£R.5 CAPY. 
OIZAF"T '2EAIZ - CAIZO....,l&U.. MK. 50 Ave:. . L,. WT. 67✓ .3tJtJa: 
CUSHION LJNOIEIZ.""f:Z""M~ - H y oiz.A Cu!IHION zo" Ta.o..v cL. 

1..96B 

GREEN DIA MOND PAGE 53 



Fifty foot insulate d boxcar. 

'(£.l'llll au11. "T MAY - .... ..,.. IJ0"· '""4 
C N.0'' ~ .. 
au\\ .. O~-- CE.HT-&l,.\t\ CElJTCZAL-IA 

... 

1

---5'2' , · 0'4El1, R\llltll~G 'BOMtO--------------------
- ---- - --------- SO· 'L \~':>IOI:. LE~C:rTH -----

4= ~ .... ~~ 

---

I-7-fDS I 19'-G I 1968 I 

l., ... .,..,J 

34 ' Black two bay offset side hopper. 
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---D ----
c.lu F'T u,,_'1'f -!:)22 

D -

NOTE. '· RUIIIN . 'BOS . 
'B"E.INC. R."E.t'\0-Vl:.~ . 

!CRR photo . 

49552 - 49749 

n . 
-"-""~~=~~~lrt':'.1) I -
I • ,-

10" so'-i' e-o-r-. 
{IN 5ULA1EO) 

ICRR photo . 



YER.Ii? 8U/.l/T / .939 -40 194/ 
CRR /Y'O '.S. 71000 · 71749 7ZOOd - 7Z99.9 

_ ____ 9.~ ·-~--­
- -------2+ 

-- --34'-

JJooR MEC/{. -ENr~~P~tJC .,.,,.N°/)· 

GE.~. 'OttG...- A51 l!.3 
#~6~ IJOo.(fs:·D~~RDN,,,V~/tr· 
'C>ll.AFT <aE.~R 11.iTl'IC.H.- 'FAIL\.OW - ~OR\"L. YO'tt.E. 
TRVCK.S' ..S-07 VRRIOV.S 

1968 

~4 ' Experimental aluminum hopper cars. 

7/000 - 7/749 

72000- 729.9.Y 

C.APAC. IT'( - Z.145 C.U.Fi 
I II 

50 r. JJ·O HtJPP~R 

CENTRAL 
ILLIN~ 

6670 Q_ 
.:,.,:·: 
1.1:ui 

1(1(11)(11) 

I :IS(,(, 

Hedrich Blessing photo ICRR . 
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